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Preschool Memory Verse
Teach 1 Samuel 16:7 throughout
the series. See p. 23 for teaching
instructions.

The memory verses in this series
are taken from the King James
Version of the Bible. If you are
using another version, you may
need to adapt the explanations
slightly. If you are using the New
International Version, you will
find the teaching in the NIV GNC
resource pack (available only to
those teaching under the direction
of Child Evangelism Fellowship).

The “IPEAR” (Introduction,
Presentation, Explanation,
Application, Repetition)
method is an effective way to
help children understand and
memorize verses. Be sure to
always allow enough time in
your class hour to properly teach
Scripture. See schedule, p. 8.

As you say the memory verse,
always begin and end with
the reference to help children
remember this important but often
forgotten part.

Preschool Repetition

“Follow the Leader”

Follow instructions given with
verse teaching.

As you repeat the verse, remind
children of what they’re saying.
Have fun, but remember to show
respect for God’s Word.

Although this is a growth lesson,
the unsaved children in your class
need to hear the Gospel message.
Reinforce this in at least one
other place in the class hour. See
schedule, p. 8.

Memory Verse:

Introduction:

Presentation:

Explanation:

Application:

Repetition:

Teaching the Memory Verse

Ephesians 5:17
“Be...not unwise but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”

Have you ever said or done something that made you feel unwise or
foolish afterward? (Share a personal experience.) No one likes to feel
foolish! The verse that we will learn from God’s Word today will tell us
how not to be foolish.

(Read the verse from your Bible or choose a child to do so.) This verse like
all the verses we will learn at Good News Club comes from the Bible, the
book God has given us. The Bible is actually God’s words written down.
Because it comes from God, who cannot lie, everything in the Bible is
true. God had His friends write the exact words He wants us to know.
The Bible has two parts, the Old Testament and the New Testament. This
verse is found in the New Testament part of the Bible. The Bible is also
made up of many little books. Most of the books have several chapters
and each chapter has many verses. Our verse for today is found in the
book of Ephesians, chapter 5 and verse 17. Listen again to one of the
things God wants us to know. (Read the verse together from the visual,
saying the address at the beginning and end.)

Be...not unwise —God wants you to be wise, the opposite of foolish.
Being wise doesn’t just mean to be smart. It means to understand what
the Lord Jesus wants you to do then do it.

but understanding what the will of the Lord is.—How do we know what
the Lord’s will is? We find out as we read His Word, the Bible. When
we understand and do what He is telling us, He can help us make right
decisions. This is the way to be wise instead of foolish. (Read the verse
together from the visual, saying the address at the beginning and end.)

Saved: If you have believed on the Lord Jesus as your Savior, one of the
wisest decisions you can make is to (point to the teaching card and have
the children repeat): Give God first place! Do and say those things
that will please Him. (Read the verse together from the visual, saying the
address at the beginning and end.)

Unsaved: If you have never believed on Jesus to save you from sin,
you can be sure this is the wisest and most important decision you will
ever make. Jesus died on the cross and came alive again taking the
punishment for your sin. You can believe on Jesus and be saved today!
You will be given an opportunity later to talk to me about believing on
Jesus. (Read the verse together from the visual, saying the address at the
beginning and end.)

Follow the Leader

(Hawve the children repeat the verse as they copy the movements you make.
Choose five or six movements such as waving arms in air, placing hands
on head, jumping on one foot, marching in place, patting head and rubbing
stomach, doing jumping jacks, turning around in a circle. You may wish
to let several children take turns choosing actions and leading the class as
they all say the verse.)

Gospel Activity

That’s the Gospel! (Song)
(Present the Gospel as you teach this song. See p. 52 for teaching instructions.)

2 David: A Man after God’s Heart © 1972, 1997, 2007, 2011 Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. Permission is given to photocopy memory
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Lesson
INTRODUCTION

Do you insist on having your own way? The problem with having your own way is
that you don’t always know what’s best for you. The Bible tells of a group of people who
thought they knew what was best. Would God let them have their way?

PROGRESSION OF EVENTS

Slide 01

The afternoon sun was hot as Samuel stepped out of his home in Ramah (RAY-mah).
He was a prophet—a man who spoke God’s words to the people—and was well respected.
Samuel shielded his eyes from the sun as he saw a group of men approaching. They were
the elders of Israel (IS-ray-ell)—the leaders of the families. They seemed very anxious to
talk to him.

Perhaps it was the man at the front of the group who spoke somewhat nervously, “Samuel,
we have been talking about the future of our nation, and we have—well—some concerns.”

The men knew that Samuel was getting old and would soon be gone from them. He had
appointed his two sons as judges, but they were not like their father. They were dishonest
and greedy, and the people did not want these men to rule over them. Samuel’s two sons
wanted to do things their own way instead of God’s way.

You are like Samuel’s sons. You were born wanting your own way. When you
do things your own way, you are breaking God’s rules. God calls that sin. Your
sinful desires separate you from God and cause you to do sinful things like stealing,
disobeying and telling lies. Even though you have sinned, God loves you. He is holy
and perfect and can’t accept sin, but He made a way for sin to be forgiven. His own
perfect Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, came from Heaven to die on the cross for your
sin. Jesus bled and died on the cross to take the punishment you deserve. God’s
Word says, (read Romans 5:8). He came alive again to prove that the payment for
your sin was complete. Now you can believe on the Lord Jesus and ask Him to forgive
you and be saved from sin’s punishment. Your life can be changed so you no longer
have to do things your own way instead of God’s way.

Samuel’s sons were doing things their own way and they weren’t interested in being
changed. The people did not want these dishonest men to rule over them. So the elders
came to Samuel with a request. (Read 1 Samuel 8:5.)

Samuel could not believe his ears. A king? They want a king? He was angered at the
thought! Why would the people ask for this? Hadn’t God been their mighty King, leading
them victoriously through battles? Hadn’t God given them judges to guide them? Didn’t they
understand that they were not like other nations? As God’s chosen people, they had a special
relationship to Him that set them apart from all others. They were to be people after God’s
heart, giving Him first place. But now they wanted to be ruled by an earthly king instead.
They were rejecting Samuel’s judgment—and his sons; they didn’t want to obey them. Worse,
they were rejecting God! How foolish for people of God to reject His rule in their lives!

Slide 02

But did you know that even today, God’s people often reject God’s rule in their
lives? If you have believed on the Lord Jesus by receiving Him as your Savior, you
are to give God first place in your life. To give God first place means that you
allow Him to guide your choices, doing only what you know would please Him.
Perhaps you have given that place to someone or something else without even
realizing it. You may let other people rule your life. Maybe you allow your friends to
guide the choices you make, like going places that please them instead of pleasing
God. Maybe you let TV or sports rule your life. You allow those things to decide
how you will spend your time instead of asking God what He wants you to do. Or
maybe you try to rule your own life! When you selfishly decide to do or say what

Use voice inflection to capture
children’s attention as you
introduce the lesson. Maintain
eye contact as much as possible.

Show children a map, pointing out
where Ramah is located.

Preschool Song
Sing “You and Me.”

A king?—cover mouth in shock.

TE

Teaching Statement

Have children shout “Give God first
place!” This teaching statement—a
shortened version of the teaching
emphasis for the saved child —will
be easy for kids to repeat. Tell
the kids that anytime you call out
“Word Up!” they are to shout the
phrase back. Call it out during
transition times, times when kids
are restless or anytime!

Preschool Song
Sing “I Have a Friend.”

Lesson 1 3



Have preschoolers pretend to
kneel and pray with Samuel.

Speak Samuel’s words with
emotion.

Kinesthetic learners will learn by
acting out this part—covering
their ears or folding their arms and
shaking their heads to show their
minds are made up.

FE

Teaching Statement

Have children shout “Give God first
place!” This teaching statement—a
shortened version of the teaching
emphasis for the saved child —will
be easy for kids to repeat. Tell
the kids that anytime you call out
“Word Up!” they are to shout the
phrase back. Call it out during
transition times, times when kids
are restless or anytime!

Preschool Song
Sing “Oh Be Careful.”

*The portion between the two
asterisks can be replaced with
a skit, available in the GNC
resource pack.

pleases you instead of God, you have taken that special place in your life that only
God deserves. It is a very serious mistake to allow any person or thing to take the
place of God in your life. When you allow that to happen it will be easy for you to
get away from God’s perfect plan for you, which will only lead to unhappiness. The
Bible says, (quote memory verse, Ephesians 5:17). His will for you is that you be a
person after His own heart. This will only happen if you give God first place in
your life. It would be foolish to reject God’s rule in your life.

How foolish it was for the people of Israel to reject God’s rule in their lives! They
wanted Samuel to appoint an earthly king.

Slide 03

Samuel sadly prayed, telling God what the people wanted. (Read 1 Samuel 8:7.) God
was sad that the people had forgotten His faithfulness to them. He told Samuel to give the
people what they wanted but also to warn them about their choice.

Samuel warned the elders. “Have you thought what a king will require of you? He will
take your sons to be his horsemen and soldiers and farmers. He will put them to work
making his weapons of war and his chariots.”

His voice growing stronger, Samuel continued. “He will take your daughters to prepare
perfumes and to be his cooks and bakers. He will take your fields, your vineyards, your
olive groves, and give them to his servants. He will tax you heavily. He will take the best
of your young servants and the best of your donkeys and make them work for him. You
shall be his servants.”

Then, his voice shaking with sadness, Samuel said, “You will finally cry out about the
king you chose. But the Lord will not answer you in that day.”

The elders heard the solemn warning from God, yet they refused to listen. Their minds
were made up. They said, “We will have a king over us. We want to be like other nations
around us. Our king will lead us and judge us. He will fight our wars. We will have a king!”

Samuel turned away with tears in his eyes because of their foolish decision. He prayed,
and God told him again to give the people what they wanted. This was not God’s best way
for His people. God’s best way is always for Him to have first place.

Slide 04

Ifyou have believed on the Lord Jesus as your Savior from sin, give God first
place in your life. When you are tempted to allow other things or people to take
first place instead of God, you need to stop and think about all that God has done
for you. Remember that He has saved you from your sin and that you belong to
Him. He has a right to direct your life. Think about all the blessings God has given
you and how He has helped you live for Him. Think, too, about what will happen if
you allow other things to take first place. If friends are first in your life, they may
encourage you to do things that are wrong. If television, sports or anything else is
first in your life, it may crowd out the time you could spend getting to know God
better. If you put yourself first in your life, your choices will be selfishly made
and will not bring honor and glory to God. Ask God to give you the “want to” to
put Him first. In the Bible God says, (quote memory verse, Ephesians 5:17). Don’t
foolishly insist on your own way. If you are wise, you will give God first place
in your life. That is His will for you.

God’s best way is always for Him to have first place.

Slide 05

A wealthy man named Kish, who belonged to the tribe of Benjamin, had a tall, handsome
son named Saul. Kish told Saul to take a servant and go search for his lost donkeys.

*Saul and his servant searched through the mountains, the valleys and plains, but
they couldn’t find the donkeys. After three days Saul said, “Come, let us return. My father
will have quit worrying about the donkeys by this time. He will be worrying about us.”

4 David: A Man after God’s Heart



But the servant said, “Wait, we are near the city of Ramah where the man of God lives.
He is a highly respected man. Everything he says comes true. Let’s go to see him. Maybe
he can tell us where the donkeys are.”

At the entrance to the city of Ramah, they saw some girls coming out to get water at
the well. Saul asked if they knew where the man of God was. They replied that he was in
the city preparing for a special sacrifice and feast. As Saul and his servant entered the city,
they saw Samuel walking toward them.

Slide 06

As Samuel looked at this tall, young man, God said to him, “This is the one whom you
are to anoint to be king of Israel.”

Saul spoke to the elderly prophet, not knowing who he was. “Can you tell me where
we can find the house of the man of God?”

“I am that man,” Samuel replied. “Go up the hill ahead of me. You will be my guest at
the dinner there today. Stay overnight then go home in the morning.”

Perhaps Samuel smiled as he spoke his next words, watching the amazement on Saul’s
face. “As for the donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not worry about them. They
have been found. Are you not the man for whom all Israel is looking?”

Saul stared at the wrinkled face of the prophet. How could Samuel know about the
donkeys—Saul hadn’t even mentioned them. Why is he inviting me to stay overnight?
And what did he mean by that last statement? Why would I be a man for whom all Israel
is looking?

“Am I not of the tribe of Benjamin,” Saul asked, “one of the smallest tribes in all of
Israel? My family is not even one of the important families in our tribe. Why do you speak
to me like this?”

Without answering, Samuel took Saul to the feast. He had the cook give Saul a special
portion of meat that he saved for him. When evening came, Samuel took Saul to his home
and gave him a room in his house.

Early the next morning Saul and his servant started for home. Samuel walked with
them to the edge of the city then told Saul to send his servant on ahead.

Slide 07

Taking a horn filled with oil, Samuel anointed Saul by pouring the oil on his head.
This was a sign that Saul was being chosen for something special. Then Samuel told Saul,
“The Lord has anointed you to be king over His possession, the children of Israel.” Now
Saul understood what Samuel had been telling him. God had chosen him to be king!*

Samuel told Saul that three things would happen to him on his way home. They would
be signs that what Samuel said was true. First, he would meet two men who would tell
him the donkeys were found and his father was worried about him. Next, he would meet
three men—one would be carrying three young goats; another, three loaves of bread; and
the third a bottle of wine. They would give him two loaves of bread. Last, he would meet
a group of prophets. He would join them in speaking God’s messages. “When these three
things happen,” Samuel said, “you will know that God is with you.”

As Saul and his servant traveled home, each of the three signs happened just as Samuel
said they would. Now Saul had proof—God was with him!

Slide 08

Later Samuel gathered the people of Israel. Before announcing the new king, Samuel
warned them again that this was not God’s best way. He reminded the people of all the
wonderful things God had done for them.

Then Samuel must have said with sadness, (read 1 Samuel 10:19).

Samuel instructed the people to pass before him by tribes. He selected the tribe of
Benjamin. Then he had the heads of the families of that tribe pass before him. Finally
Samuel announced that Saul, the son of Kish, was chosen to be the king of Israel. But
where was Saul?

Role play the meeting of the young
women, Saul and his servant.

To be anointed is to be specially
chosen to do a task for God.

Give a perplexed look as you share
Saul’s confusion.

Pretend to serve feast food to set
the scene.

You may wish to show a picture of
aram’s horn from the Internet. This
will help visual learners.

Hold up three fingers as you name
the different signs.

What did Saul have proof of? Who
proved it to him? Let children
share.

Lesson 1 5



Preschoolers will enjoy hunting for
Saul. Hide an object or let a child
pretend to be Saul and hide.

State climax dramatically.

Show book or scroll with pretend
instructions.

T

Teaching Statement

Have children shout “Give God first
place!” This teaching statement—a
shortened version of the teaching
emphasis for the saved child—will
be easy for kids to repeat. Tell
the kids that anytime you call out
“Word Up!” they are to shout the
phrase back. Call it out during
transition times, times when kids
are restless or anytime!

O

Invite children to come to Christ
using the method given here or
one you have found effective. See
“How to Lead a Child to Christ,”
inside front cover.

Preschool Invitation

Sing “You and Me” and present
the invitation using Acts 16:31
and “believe on” terminology. Ask
those who would like to believe
on Jesus to stay with you at the
story rug.

They searched but couldn’t find him. The Lord finally let them know that Saul was
hiding among the baggage. They looked and, sure enough, there was Saul! He didn’t think
he was important enough to be the king of Israel. They brought Saul before the people. He
was taller than anyone else and very handsome. He looked every inch like they thought
a king should look!

CLIMAX
The people rejoiced! They got their own way—they had a new king.

CONCLUSION
“God save the king! God save the king!” they shouted joyously. Samuel wrote some
instructions for the new king and he sent the people home. King Saul also returned home.
Samuel left that day with a heavy heart. He felt sad for his people, who had rejected God
as their King. He knew this was not the best way. It could only lead to sorrow and trouble
for them.

CHALLENGE
Slide 09

If you have believed on the Lord Jesus, trusting Him to save you, will you
remember this week that God’s best for you is to give Him first place in your
life? When you are tempted to allow other things to take over that special place,
will you remember that you belong to God, stop and think about all He has done for
you then ask Him to give you the “want to” to put Him first? Remember what our
memory verse says. (Say Ephesians 5:17 together.) Don’t be foolish like the people
of Israel, but understand that God’s will for you is to be a person after His own heart,
giving Him first place in your life. If you have been allowing other things to have
first place, confess that sin to God. Ask Him to help you keep Him first.

INVITATION

God cannot be first in your life until you believe on Him as your Savior from
sin. You can do that now! Admit to God that you have sinned and you want Him to
change you on the inside. Tell Him you believe that the Lord Jesus suffered and
died to take the punishment for your sin and came alive again. The Bible says,
(read Acts 16:31). That means to believe that Jesus is the only one who can save
you from the punishment of sin. Everyone bow your head and close your eyes.
This is a very important decision so pay close attention to what I'm going to say
next. If you have never believed on the Lord Jesus as your Savior from sin and
would like to do that today, please show me by raising your hand. (Acknowledge
responses.) Put your hands down and look up at me. If you raised your hand to
show me that you would like to believe on Jesus as your Savior, please meet me
(designate time and location) and I will show you from God’s Word how you can
do that. Let’s pray.

6 David: A Man after God’s Heart



Review Questions

What did the people of Israel demand from God? (They wanted a king.)

2. Why was Samuel disappointed that they demanded a king? (They were rejecting
God’s leadership and forgetting all He had done for them.)

3. Quote today’s memory verse. What does it mean? (Ephesians 5:17 “Wherefore be
ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.” We should find out
what God wants us to do and do it.)

4. What do some Christian boys and girls put first in their lives instead of God?
(Friends, TV, sports activities or other hobbies, themselves.)

5. What is God’s will for the unsaved person and how is this possible? (He should
be saved by believing that God sent His own Son from Heaven to die on the cross for
his sins, and receiving Him as his Savior.)

7. When Samuel prayed to the Lord about the people’s request, how did God answer?
(He said to give them a king but warn them about what a king will demand of them.)

8. What are some things Samuel did to let Saul know he was God’s chosen king?
(He told Saul the donkeys had been found and that Saul was the man all Israel was
seeking; he gave him a special portion of food at the feast; he anointed him, he gave
him three signs to watch for.)

9. What kind of a person was Saul? (He was tall and handsome, looking like a king;
he was humble.)

10. How can you show you are a person who loves God? (Give God first place in your
life, not allowing other people or things to direct how you think and act.)

—

Preschool Review Questions

How did Samuel feel when the people asked for a king? (Angry, sad.)
Who had been their king? (God.)

‘Who was chosen to be their new king? (Saul.)

‘Who wants to have first place in your life? (God.)

Growth Activities
Verse Wise

Divide the children into teams, matching older kids with younger ones. Write the
following references on the board, one at a time, allowing children time to locate them-
Psalm 105:1; 119:11; 150:1; Proverbs 3:5; Matthew 7:7; 19:19; 22:37; John 14:1; Ephesians
6:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 22; James 1:5, 22; 1 John 1:9. After each team finds the verse,
discuss how it relates to being wise.

W

Simon Says

This lesson contrasts “God’s way” and “my way.” Play Simon Says and tell the children
that they are to do the action only if the leader prefaces the command with the words
“God’s way.”

What If?
What if you found yourself in the following situations? How would you put God first?

¢ Your mother asks you to clean your room just as you are going outside to play.

e Your little brother asks you to take him with you to the playground.

* You're hurrying because you are late to school. You pass a classmate in the hall
just as she drops her lunchbox, spilling its contents all over the floor.

¢ You're at a friend’s house. He turns on a television show that you are not allowed
to watch at home.

¢ You're so excited because you're finally old enough to join a softball team. When
you go to sign up, you notice that the games are all played on Sunday morning.

Review Game

“Who's #1?”

Draw the figures below on a sketch
pad, chalkboard or white board.
The first place ribbon (in the GNC
resource pack) may be taped on
or drawn.

Before the game begins, point
out that the I's are already filled
in. Ask, “Should | have first place
in my life? Let’s play our review
game and find out who should
be first in our lives.” Divide the
group into teams. Ask questions
of each team in turn. When a child
answers correctly, he may guess
a letter. If the letter is incorrect,
write it off to the side. If correct,
write it in the appropriate blanks,
scoring 100 points for each. If the
child can then solve the puzzle,
his team earns 200 more points.
Once the puzzle has been solved,
score 100 points for each correct
answer until all questions have
been asked. The team that earns
the most points wins.

(Answer: God is first place in my life.)

Preschool Review Game

God Is #1”

Make one award ribbon for each
child, attaching blue ribbons to
circles that say, “God is #1 in my
life.” Place a safety pin or circle
of masking tape on the back of
each. When a child answers a
question, pin or tape an award
ribbon onto his or her shirt.
Continue asking questions until
each child has a ribbon.
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A Man after God’s Heart

David

This page has been designed for
you to photocopy and place in your
Bible as a ready reference.
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Saul’s Disobedience
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Preschool Memory Verse
Review 1 Samuel 16:7 throughout
the series.

The memory verses in this series
are taken from the King James
Version of the Bible. If you are
using another version, you may
need to adapt the explanations
slightly. If you are using the New
International Version, you will
find the teaching in the NIV GNC
resource pack (available only to
those teaching under the direction
of Child Evangelism Fellowship).

Allowing children to share
examples helps them recognize
that they have sinned.

Encourage children to bring their
own Bibles. If many children have
their Bibles, take time to look up
the verse.

“Believe on” the Lord Jesus as
Savior—Try to use the same
terminology each time you
introduce this concept in the
lesson to minimize confusion.
The “emphasis for unsaved”
statement found in the lesson
overview box determines the
wording for each lesson.

Instead of using a bag you may
want to hide slips of paper in the
room and allow children who find
them to read instructions in turn.

Preschool Repetition

“How Now?”

On 10 small slips of paper write
short phrases to designate how
the children will say the verse—
e.g., in a Papa Bear voice, in a
Mama Bear voice, in a Baby Bear
voice, while turning around, while
running in place, etc. Place the
slips in a drawstring cloth or paper
bag and let the children take turns
drawing to see how they will say
the verse together.

Because this is a growth lesson,
the Gospel teaching is condensed.
You will want to reinforce it in
another part of the class hour. See
schedule, p. 15.

Memory Verse:

Introduction:

Presentation:

Explanation:

Application:

Repetition:

Teaching the Memory Verse

James 4:17
“To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”

Whatis sin? (Allow the children to share answers. Sin is anything you think,
say or do that makes God sad and disobeys His Word. Be sure to include
examples of sins children commit—Ilying, disobeying parents, thinking
unkind thoughts, etc.) Yes, these things are sin. But do you realize sin
can also be something you don’t do or say? Listen to what our verse this
week says about that.

(Read the verse from your Bible or choose a child to do so.) Last week we
learned that God had His friends write down His words in a hook—the
Bible. The Bible has 66 smaller books inside it. It is divided into two main
parts—the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old Testament
tells us of things that happened before Jesus came to live on Earth. The
New Testament tells us of Jesus’ life and what happened after He died and
rose again. Our verse today comes from the New Testament. It comes
from the book of James, chapter 4 and verse 17. Listen again to hear what
God says to you from His Word, which is completely true. (Read the verse
together from the visual, saying the address at the beginning and end.)

To him that knoweth to do good—God is talking to those who know what
is the good or right thing to do. How do you know what is good or right?
We have laws and rules to help us know, and God tells us in His Word
what is right.

and doeth it not, to him it is sin.—When you know what is good or right
and don’t do it, God calls that sin. So not only do you sin by doing,
thinking or saying something that is wrong, but you also sin by not doing
what is right. When you sin, you are disobeying God. (Read the verse
together from the visual, saying the address at the beginning and end.)

Saved: If you have already trusted the Lord Jesus as your Savior from sin,
remember, (point to the teaching card and have the children repeat): God will
help you obey! He can help you do what is right and good. (Read the verse
together from the visual, saying the address at the beginning and end.)
Unsaved: God doesn’t help you do what is good until you have trusted the
Lord Jesus as Savior. When you believe on Him as Savior, he will forgive
your sin and help you live a changed life. Listen carefully during today’s
Bible story and hear how you can believe on Jesus. (Read the verse together
from the visual, saying the address at the beginning and end.)

Grab Bag

(Print these phrases on slips of paper: All who ate breakfast today. All
wearing blue. All who have a pet. All who like ice cream. All who like
pizza. All who have a friend. All who like to draw pictures. Put the slips in
a bag then allow children to take turns drawing to see who will stand and
repeat the verse together.)

Gospel Activity

That’s the Gospel! (Song Review)
(Present the Gospel as you review this song. See p. 52 for teaching instructions.)

2 David: A Man after God’s Heart © 1972, 1997, 2007, 2011 Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. Permission is given to photocopy memory
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Lesson
INTRODUCTION

If you are asked to do something (mow the lawn, sweep the floor, clean your room,
etc.), how much of it do you need to do before you can say, “I did it!”? Yes, you need to do
all of it. If you only partly obey, you are actually being disobedient.

You remember from our last lesson that Israel had demanded a king. God gave them
what they asked, even though it wasn’t His best plan for them. Do you remember the name
of their new king? Yes, Saul. What was the name of God’s prophet? (Samuel.) Samuel was
saddened that the people rejected God and he warned them of problems they could face
with an earthly king. It wasn’t long before King Saul would have his first test of obedience
to God as Israel’s leader. Would he pass the test?

PROGRESSION OF EVENTS
Slide 01

The day had come for King Saul to be officially crowned as ruler of Israel. The people
were excited and proud. They now had a king they thought would be better than any other
nation’s king. This was a day for rejoicing!

But Samuel did not feel like rejoicing. He was sad because the people had turned away
from letting God be in charge. One last time Samuel spoke to the people, warning them
of their foolish mistake in demanding a king. He reminded them of all God had done for
them. Then he gave a final warning.

“If you and your king serve the Lord and obey Him, it will be well with you. But if you
turn against the Lord, then the Lord will be against you.”

Then Samuel knelt to pray and God sent a noisy thunderstorm—something very
unusual for that time of year. This was God’s sign that Samuel’s words were true. The
people trembled with fear. They finally realized how greatly they had offended God and
cried out for forgiveness. Samuel calmed them and again urged them to completely obey
God in their worship and service for Him.

Slide 02

Before he became king, Saul was not a proud man. He wanted to do what was right.
But soon after becoming king, Saul began to change. He became proud and chose to do
things his own way instead of following God’s way.

At one time Saul impatiently made a sacrifice to God that only Samuel was to make.
He made excuses for his disobedience, but he didn’t fool God. God told Saul, through
Samuel, that the kingdom would be taken away from his family.

Some time later Samuel went to visit King Saul to tell the king what God had told
him. Samuel was careful to explain exactly what God wanted Saul to do. “You are to go
and completely destroy the Amalekites (AM-uh-leck-ites)—people, animals, every living
thing. Nothing shall be left,” Samuel instructed him.

That was pretty clear, wasn’t it? The Amalekites had heard about Israel’s true and living
God many years before, but they refused to believe in Him. Their sinful unbelief caused
them to do wicked things—they even tried to get rid of God’s people. God took care of
His people and promised that some day He would destroy the Amalekites (Ex. 17:8-16).
Because God is pure and holy—separate from sin—He must punish sin.

You are also born with a sinful heart that causes you to do sinful things like
getting angry and pouting when you can’t have your own way or disobeying
your parents and teachers. You deserve to be punished for your sins and that
punishment is to be separated from God forever (read Romans 6:23). But God,
who created you, also loves you! He sent His perfect Son, the Lord Jesus, to take
the punishment for your sin. Jesus was beaten and put on the cross where He
gave His blood for you as He died. The Bible says, (read 1 John 1:7). He was
buried, then three days later He arose from the dead. When you believe on the
Lord Jesus, putting your trust in what He has done for you, He will save you from
the punishment for your sins.

Show card with word Obey written
on it. Draw lines through it as you
speak of being disobedient.

Briefly review events from the first
lesson to help students remember
new story line.

A crown to handle and wear will
aid tactual learners.

Speak solemnly as you give
Samuel’s warning.

Use a recording of a storm to help
set the scene.

Young children will enjoy making
storm sounds.

The events mentioned in this
scene are found in 1 Samuel 13.
This brief overview is given to
provide background for the story
of Saul’s disobedience regarding
the Amalekites.

o

Preschool Song
Sing “You and Me.”

Lesson 2 3



Saul returned victoriously! BUT
had he truly obeyed God?
Allow children to give answers.
Auditory learners need to
verbalize their thoughts.

T

Teaching Statement

Have children shout “God will
help you obey!” This teaching
statement—a shortened version
of the teaching emphasis for the
saved child—will be easy for kids
to repeat. Tell the kids that anytime
you call out “Word Up!” they are to
shout the phrase back. Call it out
during transition times, times when
kids are restless or anytime!

Preschool Song
Sing “I Have a Friend.”

Let preschoolers stand up and
walk in place, rubbing their eyes.

*The portion between the two
asterisks can be replaced with
a skit, available in the GNC
resource pack.

Speak Saul’s words arrogantly.

Play a recording of sheep or cattle
as you say Samuel’s line.

Preschoolers will enjoy making
sounds of bleating sheep and
lowing cattle.

God is pure and holy so He must punish sin. The Amalekites refused to believe in God
and God had promised punishment. Now was God’s time for that punishment. Samuel left,
sure that Saul would carry out God’s command.

Slide 03

King Saul gathered his army and attacked the Amalekites as God had instructed. The
battle was a great success. The enemy was defeated! King Saul and his soldiers completely
destroyed all the people—all except one. The king of the Amalekites, King Agag, was kept
alive. Perhaps in his pride, Saul was thinking about the honor he would receive from the
people in bringing back an enemy king as his prisoner. Also, Saul and his men kept some
of the best animals alive, but all the less valuable animals were destroyed.

Saul returned victoriously! His people probably cheered their brave king. But had he
truly obeyed God? By only partly obeying, Saul had actually disobeyed. Could Saul have
decided he would obey God completely? (Allow response.) Yes. And God would have helped
him to be strong if only Saul had asked Him! But Saul was more interested in doing things
his way. If only Saul had been willing to seek God for strength to obey.

Slide 04

If you know Jesus as your Savior, you need to seek God’s strength when
you’re tempted to disobey. There are times when you and I are tempted to do
only part of what God says. For example, in the Bible God says we are to speak
the truth. Do you ever purposely tell only half the truth? Perhaps you tell your
parents you did your homework at school, when you know you only did part of it.
God says you are to obey your parents. Maybe you tell your Mom and Dad you
cleaned your room, but you just threw everything on the closet floor or pushed
it under your bed. When God gives a command, He expects His children to obey
completely. Our memory verse says, (quote James 4:17 together). When you know
what God wants you to do but deliberately disobey, you sin. It’s not always easy
to obey completely. You need to seek God’s strength when you’re tempted
to disobey.

If only Saul had been willing to seek God for strength to obey! But he didn’t. Saul
knew what God wanted him to do, but he deliberately disobeyed by keeping King Agag
and some of the animals alive.

Slide 05

That night Samuel couldn’t sleep. God told him that Saul had again disobeyed. God
was grieved—hurting in His heart—over Saul’s disobedience. Samuel was grieved, too.
He knew he had given Saul very careful instructions. How could Saul have disobeyed?
Samuel wept and prayed for Saul all night long.

Slide 06

Early the next morning Samuel looked for Saul. He found that Saul had built a
monument (perhaps a large pillar or statue) to himself. This was done in honor of his victory
over the Amalekites. The sight of this monument must have made Samuel angry. Didn’t
Saul even care that he had disobeyed God? How full of pride Israel’s king had become!

*When Saul met Samuel face to face, he must have smiled triumphantly as he greeted
him. “The Lord bless you,” he said. “I have completely obeyed the Lord in all that He told
me to do.”

Samuel’s heart must have broken at this lie from Saul. “If you have completely obeyed
the Lord, then what is this bleating of sheep and lowing of cattle I hear?” he demanded.

Saul quickly answered, “The people spared the best of the sheep and cattle from the
Amalekites to bring an offering to the Lord your God. We have destroyed all the rest.”
(Read 1 Samuel 15:16-19a.)

Saul, whose heart was full of pride, refused to admit even now that he had disobeyed.
(Read 1 Samuel 15:20-21.)

Now Saul was proudly saying that he kept the king alive—like a victory trophy! Didn’t
Saul realize God brought the victory? There was no place for pride.

4 David: A Man after God’s Heart



Samuel tried once again to show Saul the seriousness of his sin. “Do you think that
God delights as much in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obedience? Look! To obey
is better than any sacrifice you can offer to the Lord. To listen to God is better than the
very best sheep you could ever offer.”* Samuel wanted Saul to see that partly obeying is
disobeying. Saul should have been willing to seek God for strength to obey completely.

Slide 07

If you know Jesus as your Savior, seek God’s strength when you’re tempted
to disobey. Remember our memory verse says, (quote James 4:17 together). If you
are to be a person after God’s heart, He expects your complete obedience. Until you
obey Him, He isn’t interested in your worship. You may not always feel like doing
what God says. When that happens, ask God to give you the strength and the “want
to” to obey Him. In fact, you can’t please God with your obedience at all unless He
enables you. In the Bible He says, (read John 15:5). Be careful to listen to God’s
commands, then count on His strength to help you obey Him. After you've obeyed,
don’t forget to thank Him for helping you! If you seek Him, God will give you the
strength to obey completely.

King Saul should have been willing to seek God for strength to obey completely, but
instead he deliberately disobeyed.

CLIMAX
Slide 08
With deep sadness Samuel said to Saul, “Because you have rejected the Lord’s word,
He has rejected you as king.”

CONCLUSION

Saul was sad to hear that God had rejected him as king, but he was not truly sorry
about his sin. He asked Samuel to forgive him and return with him to worship God before
the people. Samuel knew that Saul was not truly sorry. Saul was only concerned with what
people would think of him.

Samuel refused, and as he turned to walk away, Saul grabbed Samuel’s robe. There
was a loud 7-7-7-ip as the robe tore. Samuel turned to face Saul and said, “The Lord has
torn the kingdom from you today and has given it to someone better than you.”

Saul pleaded with Samuel to go and worship God with him before the people. Samuel
didn’t want to but he went with Saul, though he knew Saul’s heart was not sincere.

Samuel finished the job God had commanded Saul to do, killing wicked King Agag;
then the prophet returned to his home in Ramah. Samuel continued to grieve and pray
for this proud king who refused to seek God’s strength to obey.

CHALLENGE
Slide 09

If you know the Lord Jesus as your Savior, will you decide to seek God’s
strength when you’re tempted to disobey? Being a person after God’s heart
means obeying God completely. This week if you’re tempted to do only part of
something God wants you to do, remember what our memory verse says, (quote
James 4:17 together). Don’t sin by deliberately disobeying God. Stop and ask God
for the strength and the “want to” to obey completely. Then count on His strength
as you obey. And remember to thank Him for His help. Next week you can share
with us how God gave you strength to obey Him.

T

Teaching Statement

Have children shout “God will
help you obey!” This teaching
statement—a shortened version
of the teaching emphasis for the
saved child—will be easy for kids
to repeat. Tell the kids that anytime
you call out “Word Up!” they are to
shout the phrase back. Call it out
during transition times, times when
kids are restless or anytime!

Preschool Song
Sing “Oh Be Careful.”

State climax with conviction.

Ask an older boy to tear a scrap
of fabric, making a ripping sound.

TE

Teaching Statement

Have children shout “God will
help you obey!” This teaching
statement—a shortened version
of the teaching emphasis for the
saved child—will be easy for kids
to repeat. Tell the kids that anytime
you call out “Word Up!” they are to
shout the phrase back. Call it out
during transition times, times when
kids are restless or anytime!

If time allows, lead children in
the following activity: “Stop, Ask,
Obey.” Describe a temptation,
then hold up a red piece of
construction paper. Ask, “What
should you do?” (Children yell,
“Stop!”) Hold up a yellow piece
of construction paper and ask,
“Then what?” (Children yell, “Ask!”)
Respond with, “Ask who?” or “Ask
what?” and let children complete
sentence. Finish with a green piece
of construction paper allowing
children to shout, “Obey!” Repeat
with other situations.
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INVITATION
@ The first step in obeying God is to trust the Lord Jesus to be your Savior
- ohi from sin. Remember, you deserve to be punished for your sin, but because the
Lnsvi';g ::('eldrf:t;g dczwzntoherzrﬁ: Lord Jesus took your punishment, you can be forgiven. The Bible says, (read
one you have found effective. See John 5:24). 1f you believe what God’s Word says about your sin and that Jesus
“How to Lead a Child to Christ,” died and rose again for you, you can have His forever life today. He will forgive
inside front cover. your sin and change you on the inside. Please bow your heads and close your
Preschool Invitation eyes. If you have never believed on the Lord Jesus as your Savior and would like
Sing “You and Me” and present to do that, please show me by raising your hand. (Acknowledge responses.) If you
g
the invitation using Acts 16:31 raised your hand to show me you want to believe on the Lord Jesus, please meet
and “believe on” terminology. Ask . . . )
h ) , me (designate time and location) so I can show you from God’s Word how you
ose who would like to believe N . . .
on Jesus to stay with you at the can receive His everlasting life.
the story rug.
Review Questions
Review Ga["e 1. What is one of the first things King Saul did that showed his prideful heart? (He
P?;z\gnaMshair i+ front of the offered a sacrifice to God that only Samuel was to make.)
class. Provide a crown (see GNG 2. What d'id Samuel tell King Saul would b(? God’§ punishment for his disobedience?
resource pack) and a scepter, (The kingdom would be removed from his family.)
gaudy ring and robe if possible. 3. How did King Saul only partly obey God when he attacked the Amalekites? (He
The first child who answers a did not completely destroy them as God had commanded; he kept the king and some
question correctly may sit in the of the animals alive.)
chair as "king.” Ask the next 4. Why is it wrong to only partly obey God? (In partly obeying, we are really disobeying.
question and have the king watch : y y . Y y ' Y 0DEYINE, Y Yng.
and name the child who raised God expects complete obedience.)
his hand first. If this child answers 5. How do Christian boys and girls sometimes only partly obey God? (By telling only
correctly, he may come up and be part of the truth; by doing only part of what they’re told to do by parents or teachers;
king and so on until all questions by only obeying the parts of God’s commands that they want to obey.)
have been asked. If you wish to : . : e ain?
e . 6. How did King Saul respond when Samuel confronted him about his sin? (He
divide into teams, have each king laimed he did obev. He bl d th I disobeving God
draw from a point bag (use the claimed he did obey. He blame the people for diso eying Go ) '
point cards from Lesson 3 review 7. What did Samuel tell Saul was God’s response to his disobedience? (God had
game; see GNC resource pack) to rejected him from being king.)
determine how many points he has 8. Why did Samuel not want to go with Saul to worship God before the people?
won for his team. (Samuel knew Saul just wanted honor before the people.)
9. What can you do when you are tempted to disobey God? (Remember James 4:17;
stop and ask God for strength, then obey.)
10. How can you be saved from the punishment for your sin? (By believing that He
died and rose again for you and receiving His everlasting life.)
Preschool Review Questions
fées°h°’\jl" f‘e"ie‘” Game 1. How did Saul change after he became king? (Became proud.)

M rown Ve ) ) 2. What was one thing he did that showed he was proud? (Made a sacrifice that only
ake a crown from shiny paper if . . . .
available. When a child answers Samuel was to make; disobeyed God and saved King Agag and some animals; built

a question, he may come to the a monument to himself.)

front, sit in a special chair and 3. Why did God have to take the kingdom from Saul? (He sinned and he wasn’t sorry.)
wear the crown. The child who 4. Who paid the punishment for your sins? (Jesus when He died on the cross.)

answers the next question takes

his place and so on. Continue until

all children have worn the crown.
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Growth Activities
Discussion: Tempted to Disobey?
When are you tempted to disobey? Why is it hard to obey? What can you do to keep
from disobeying? Can you think of some verses in the Bible where God promises His help?

Red Light Green Light

Children line up side by side. The teacher reads the following situations one at a time
and after each one asks, “Red light or green light?” If the children think the child in the
story has obeyed, they take a step forward and say “Green light!” If not, they stay where
they are and say “Red light!”

e Carlos is told to clean his room. He pushes his toys under his bed and tosses
his clothes on the closet floor. He tells his mom he has cleaned his room.

e Justas Jenny is going outside to play, her mom tells her to wash the dishes. She
calls, “Okay, Mom!” and runs outside. She comes in an hour later and washes
the dishes.

e Rashonda’s dad is working on the car in the driveway. He calls, “Rashonda,
please bring me a rag!” She brings one right away.

e Lamar’s mother is tired and has gone into the living room to sit down. Lamar
washes the dishes for her without being asked.

e Zach’s mother asks him to clear the table and feed the cat. Zach clears the table
but doesn’t feed the cat.

YOU AND ME

Faye Flintoff Arr. by Harry Dixon Loes
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I. You and me - you and me, Je-sus died on the cross for you and me.
2. You and me - you and me, Je-sus rose from the dead for you and me.
3. You and me - you and me, He is com-ing— back for you and me.
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You and me - you and me, Je-sus died on the cross for you and me.
You and me - you and me, Je-sus rose from the dead for you and me.
You and me - you and me, He is com-ing— ©back for you and me.
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Arrangement © 1947, 1975 Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. All rights reserved. Words used by permission.

Motions: (1) You and me (Point to class then yourself.)
Jesus (Point up.)
died on the cross (Make cross with index fingers.)
(2) rose from the dead (Scooping motion.)
(3) Heis coming back (Shade eyes with hand and look upward.)

Lesson 2



Lesson

A Man after God’s Heart
God Chooses David to Be King

d

.

Davi

This page has been designed for
you to photocopy and place in your
Bible as a ready reference.
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Teaching the Memory Verse

Preschool Memory Verse Memory Verse: 1 Samuel 16:7
Review 1 Samuel 16:7 throughout “The LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward
the series. ”

appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.
The memory verses in this series . . .
are taken from the King James | Introduction: Do you ever wish you could see through walls? (Discuss.) Some television
Version of the Bible. If you are characters pretend to see through walls, but they really can’t. However,
using another version, you may there is someone so powerful He can not only see through walls, He can
need to adapt the explanations .. . . .
slightly. If you are using the New even see inside your mind. Who is He? Listen to our verse for today and
International Version, you will it will tell you who.
find the teaching in the NIV GNC . .
resource pack (available only to | Presentation: (Read the verse from your Bible or choose a child to do so.) Who can see
those teaching under the direction your mind? (God.) He had Samuel write these words. All the things God
of Child Evangelism Fellowship). had Samuel write are found in the books of 1 and 2 Samuel. Since Samuel
Reading the verse from your wrote down the words of God, you can be sure that everything he wrote is
Bible helps establish that it is completely true. Who can remember how many books are in the Bible? (66.)
God’s Word. What are the two main parts of the Bible? (Old and New Testaments.) The
Encourage children to bring their 0ld Testament begins with God making all things and ends just before Jesus
own Bibles. If many children have is born. The New Testament tells us of Jesus’ life and what happened after
their Bibles, take time to help them He died on the cross and came alive again. The book of 1 Samuel was written
look up the verse. many years before Jesus came to Earth. Can you tell me which Testament
Hold up a mirror. Is this how God we Woulq find the book of 1 Samuel? (Old Testament.) Our verse for t‘oday
sees you? is found in chapter 16 and verse 7. (Read the verse together from the visual,

saying the address at the beginning and end.)

Explanation: The Lord seeth not as man seeth.—The things that people tend to notice and
think are important are not the things God thinks are important.

Man looketh on the outward appearance—Man means all people. We
look on the outside of other people—that’s all we can see. (Go around
the room pointing at children and telling a fact about them that you can
see.) God doesn’t look at people the way we do. He sees what people are
really like, not just what they look like.

but the Lord looketh on the heart.—God sees inside your heart—the real
you—and knows what you are really like. The real you tells your mind what
to think. It is the part of you that feels sad or happy and loves or hates. It is
the part of you that lives forever when your body dies. No one except the
Lord can see the real you, which He calls the heart. (Read the verse together
Sfrom the visual, saying the address at the beginning and end.)

Application: Saved: What does God see when He looks at you? If you know the Lord Jesus
as your Savior, He sees that you are His child. Does He also see a heart that
has the right attitudes? Remember, (point to the teaching card and have the
children repeat): God will use you if your heart is right! (Read the verse
together from the visual, saying the address at the beginning and end.)
Unsaved: If you do not know Jesus as your Savior, God sees that you are
separated from Him by sin. Jesus died on the cross and came alive again
so you would not have to be separated from God. Listen carefully to the

- lesson so you will learn more about this wonderful thing that Jesus did.
f\;:rss‘;h?g;gepet't'°" Then later you will be given a special opportunity to call on the Lord
Seat the children in a row facing Jesus as your Sav.ior.. (Read the verse together from the visual, saying the
you. Toss a bean bag to each child address at the beginning and end.)
in turn and all say the next word in .
the verse as the child catches it. Repetition: First Letter
He throws it back to you and all (Decide on an action that you will do as a class when you reach a certain
say the next word as you catch it. first letter in a word. Examples of actions: stand up; sit down; wave hands
Continue until the complete verse . P »
has been said and each child has above head, turn around, bend and touch toes; give someone a “high-five.
had at least one turn to catch the Combine actions if kids are older. You may wish to simply stand up or sit
bean bag. down as you come to each letter.)
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Gospel Activity
Two Birthdays

(Show a decorated cupcake and add two candles as you speak.)

Did you know there are two kinds of birthdays? This candle reminds me of the first
time I was born. And this one reminds me of the second time I was born. I'd like to tell
you today how you can have two birthdays, too.

(Place a red 134" x 2'4" rectangle on flannelboard. See GNC resource pack.)

Let this piece of paper stand for God. What can you tell me about God? (He is the one
who made the world and everything in it. He can do anything. He is perfectly good. He loves us.)

(Place a duplicate rectangle on flannelboard with 134" space between.)

This piece of paper stands for you. When you were born the first time, God gave
you a body or physical life so that you can live in this world. But there is something that
separated you from God.

(Place a dark 134" square between the two red rectangles.)

You were born with a “want-to” to do wrong things. You wanted to please yourself
instead of pleasing God (Psalms 51:5; Romans 8:7-8). Not pleasing God is called sin.

Because you are a sinner, you do all kinds of wrong things like lying, cheating, saying
bad words, thinking bad thoughts. Your sin keeps you from belonging to God’s kingdom
for God is perfectly good. But God loves you. He wants to guide you and help you live for
Him here on Earth. Some day when your life on Earth is done He wants you to live with
Him in Heaven. And so He made a way for you to have your sins forgiven. God sent His
own Son, Jesus, to Earth to show you that way.

(Place a red rectangle, 8" X 134", vertically across the other strip covering the “sin” as shown.)

God’s perfect Son, Jesus, died on a cross to take the punishment for your sins. After Jesus
died, He was buried and in three days God raised Him up again to live forever in Heaven.

Because Jesus died for all your sins, you can be forgiven and have a new, clean life inside.
Listen to these words Jesus said when He lived here on Earth, “Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). This is the second birthday you need to have!
Jesus was speaking of being born of the Spirit—receiving a new life inside that wants to obey
God instead of wanting your own way.

By believing Jesus died for you and receiving Him as your Savior from sin, you may have
your sins forgiven and receive a new life. You can be born again. Then you will be part of God’s
kingdom forever. God will be with you here on Earth and you will live forever with Him in
Heaven someday.

We cannot understand Zow God can give us a new want-to. But we know that the Bible tells
us He will. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Will you believe in
the Lord Jesus as your Savior from sin right now?

(Give the children opportunity to pray silently. Ask those who have decided to believe in Jesus
to go to a designated place for counseling, or to talk with you after class.)

Lesson
INTRODUCTION

“Your kingdom will not continue! The Lord is seeking a man after His own heart to be
king.” Samuel spoke these words from God to King Saul. What do you think God meant?
What kind of a person would be a man after God’s heart? Are you that kind of person?
Samuel would soon find out just what kind of person God had in mind!

PROGRESSION OF EVENTS

Slide 01

As the morning sun rose over the city of Ramah, Samuel prepared to start his day.
He might have rubbed his tired eyes and stretched as once again he’d been awake much
of the night. He could not stop thinking about King Saul. It was sad that the Israelites
wanted an earthly king, but Samuel had hoped Saul would do a good job. Samuel’s heart
was broken over Saul’s behavior. What had Saul done? (Allow response.) His disobedience
had brought God’s punishment—the taking away of the kingdom from Saul’s family. Night
after night Samuel had been awake, weeping and praying for Saul.

But things were about to change for Samuel—God had a message for him. (Read 1
Samuel 16:1.)

Present the introduction with
enthusiasm! Really play it up to
capture your group’s attention.

This narrative does not allow for a
clear place to teach the message
of salvation within the story line
itself. For this reason, the message
is taught at the end of the lesson,
going directly into the invitation for
the unsaved child. This maintains
proper interpretation of the
Scripture.

Rub eyes, stretch, yawn.
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Show picture of ram’s horn from
Lesson 1 and discuss.

*The portion between the two
asterisks can be replaced with
a skit, available in the GNC
resource pack.

Preschoolers may enjoy counting
the sons.

T

Teaching Statement

Have children shout “God will
use you if your heart is right!” This
teaching statement—a shortened
version of the teaching emphasis
for the saved child—will be easy
for kids to repeat. Tell the kids
that anytime you call out “Word
Up!” they are to shout the phrase
back. Call it out during transition
times, times when kids are restless
or anytime!

Preschool Song
Sing “l Have a Friend.”

Let the children say, “No, not this
one” as you mention each son.

Hold up one finger—one more son.

God understood Samuel’s sadness, for He too was grieved over Saul. But now it was
time for God’s plan for Israel to move ahead. God wanted Samuel to go to Bethlehem (see
map on back cover) and anoint with oil a new king of God’s choosing. In Bible times they
kept liquids in hollow horns. When a prophet poured oil on someone’s head, it meant he had
been chosen for a special job. But Samuel was fearful when he heard God’s instructions.

“How can I go?” he asked. “If Saul hears of it he will kill me.”

Since Saul had rebelled against God, a change had come over him. He was angry and
would surely strike out at anyone who might take away his throne.

God told Samuel, “Take an animal for a sacrifice and invite Jesse’s family to come.
Saul won’t know that the sacrifice is not the only reason for your going. I will show you
which son I have chosen.”

Slide 02

Samuel obeyed the Lord. He filled a ram’s horn with oil then journeyed to Bethlehem.

The elders of Bethlehem were concerned when they saw him entering their city. They
knew Samuel was God’s prophet and thought that perhaps he’d come to announce God’s
judgment on them. How relieved they were to hear that Samuel had come to worship the
Lord and offer an animal sacrifice.

*Samuel invited Jesse and his sons to come to the sacrifice and the meal that would follow.

Slide 03

As Jesse’s seven older sons came before Samuel, he immediately noticed Eliab (ee-LIE-ahb).
He was Jesse’s oldest son and perhaps the tallest and most handsome.

Surely this is the one! Samuel thought. Eliab looked like a king the way Saul did.

But the Lord cautioned Samuel, (read 1 Samuel 16:7). God was teaching Samuel that
the way a person looks on the outside isn’t the most important thing. A person shouldn’t be
judged by how he looks. What really matters is his heart attitude toward God.

Slide 04

If Jesus is your Savior, God will use you if your heart is right with Him. God
is the only one who knows your heart (the real you—your inner feelings and deepest
thoughts). Maybe you can say lots of Bible verses about loving other people, but deep
down inside you often have mean thoughts about others. Perhaps in Bible class you
sing songs about loving Jesus, but during the week you don’t think about Him much.
You may be able to fool your parents or teachers for awhile, but when God looks at
your heart, what does He see? Does He see a heart that is disobedient and rebellious
against Him? Or does He see a heart that is truly changed—one that wants to please
and serve Him more than anything else? When God chooses someone for a special
task, He looks at the heart attitude to see if it is one of love and obedience to Him. The
Bible says, (read Matthew 22:37). Do you love God that way? If Jesus is your Savior,
God will use you if your heart is right with Him.

Aright heart attitude toward God is what really matters. Samuel was learning that God
looks at what’s on the inside of a person and not at the outward appearance. He would be
careful to wait for God’s direction in choosing a new king.

Jesse’s second son came before Samuel. “No, not this one.” Samuel said. He looked
at the third, the fourth and the fifth sons, but each time God said no. Finally the sixth and
seventh sons passed before Samuel, but God said no to them as well. All of Jesse’s sons
were fine young men, but Samuel said to Jesse, “God has not chosen any of these.”

Perhaps by this time Samuel was puzzled. God had said He’d chosen one of Jesse’s
sons. “Are these all of your children?” he asked Jesse.

“There is still one other son,” Jesse replied. “He is the youngest.” In those days the
youngest was the least important in the family. Surely God would not choose him, Jesse
may have thought. “He is out tending the sheep,” Jesse told Samuel.

“Have him brought in,” Samuel said. “We will not continue with the meal until he comes.”*

4 David: A Man after God’s Heart



Slide 05

Quickly a servant was sent to bring the youngest son, whose name was David. The
servant found David in the fields with the sheep. David was a young man used to hard
work. He spent his days in the outdoors. He was strong and always ready to protect the
sheep from danger. He probably spent time practicing with his bow and arrow and with
his sling—his only weapons against attacking animals. At times when the sheep were
resting or peacefully grazing, David would relax with his musical instrument, called a
harp, making up songs of praise to the Lord.

How surprised he must have been when the servant came rushing out to the field
calling for him. “David, your father wants you right away. The man of God, Samuel, is
asking for you. They are waiting for you to join them for the feast.”

David hurried toward his father’s house, most likely wondering why it was so important
for him to be there.

Slide 06

Samuel may have been surprised to see that David was so young. He was handsome,
with rosy cheeks and bright, sharp eyes. But by now Samuel knew better than to judge
this young man by how he looked. What was David like on the inside?

Samuel learned the answer to that question. The Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for
this is the one!”

Why do you think God chose David? What was it He saw in David’s heart? (Allow
response.) David’s heart pleased God.

Slide 07

If Jesus is your Savior, remember, God will use you if your heart is right with
Him. When you are God’s child you should be different on the inside. Each week
we’ve been talking about being a person after God’s heart. So far we have learned
that it means giving God first place in your life and obeying Him completely. We will
be learning more in the next few weeks. To be a person after God’s heart, you need
to have a heart that is right with God. You should want to please Him more than
anything else. But when you sin, maybe by thinking mean thoughts about others,
your heart is not right with God. When you do something wrong, tell God you’re truly
sorry that you sinned against Him (1 John 1:9). Learn from it so you can do better the
next time. Do you have a teachable heart? Listen to what others say and learn from
them. Especially listen to God as He speaks to you from His Word then do what He
says. (Repeat memory verse from last week, James 4:17.) When you are obeying God
completely by doing His will, your heart is right with Him. Then He can use you to
carry out a special task. God-honoring service must begin on the inside. You need to
guard your heart because out of it come your actions—what you say and do (Prov.
4:23). Remember, God will use you if your heart is right with Him.

Slide 08
David’s heart pleased God, and God was going to use him to lead His people. Samuel
took a ram’s horn filled with oil and poured it on David’s head.

CLIMAX

David was anointed as the next king of Israel because his heart was right with God.

CONCLUSION
Perhaps as he anointed David Samuel whispered to him, “You shall be king!” Or maybe
God told David in his heart. The Bible doesn’t tell us how David knew, but somehow he
did know the special meaning of this anointing. But no one else seemed to know. It was
not yet God’s time.

Younger children will enjoy
pretending to be the servant
hurrying to get David.

Sing a praise song the children
know. Singing impresses truth for
auditory learners.

Kinesthetic learners will enjoy
role-playing the servant’s words
to David.

“ruddy”—1 Samuel 16:12

Berkeley Bible mentions “sparkling
eyes.”

T

Teaching Statement

Have children shout “God will
use you if your heart is right!” This
teaching statement—a shortened
version of the teaching emphasis
for the saved child—will be easy
for kids to repeat. Tell the kids
that anytime you call out “Word
Up!” they are to shout the phrase
back. Call it out during transition
times, times when kids are restless
or anytime!

Preschool Song
Sing “Oh Be Careful.”

“Keep thy heart with all diligence;
for out of it are the issues of life”
(Proverbs 4:23).

Demonstrate anointing action.

Lesson 3 5



Slide 09
So as Samuel returned to his home in Ramah, having completed the job God had sent
him to do, David humbly returned to the fields to care for his father’s sheep. His heart
was right with God and when the time came, God would use him in a special way.
CHALLENGE
Slide 10

TE

Teaching Statement

Have children shout “God will
use you if your heart is right!” This
teaching statement—a shortened
version of the teaching emphasis
for the saved child—will be easy
for kids to repeat. Tell the kids
that anytime you call out “Word
Up!” they are to shout the phrase
back. Call it out during transition
times, times when kids are restless
or anytime!

Discuss things in children’s lives
that might displease God.

%3 O

Invite children to come to Christ
using the method given here or
one you have found effective. See
“How to Lead a Child to Christ,”
inside front cover.

Preschool Invitation

Sing “You and Me” and present
the invitation using Acts 16:31
and “believe on” terminology. Ask
those who would like to believe
on Jesus to stay with you at the
the story rug.

6 David: A Man after God’s Heart

If Jesus is your Savior, remember, God will use you if your heart is right
with Him. As a Christian, be concerned about your heart attitude because what’s
on the inside will eventually show up in your actions. A right attitude produces
right actions, but a wrong heart attitude causes wrong actions. This week, will you
ask God to examine your heart and show you if there is anything that displeases
Him? God will show you if there is anything wrong. Confess your sin to Him so
that your heart will be right. Then you will be a person after God’s heart, and He
will be able to use you to do great things for Him. This week as you have your
quiet time, ask God to make your heart right with Him.

GOSPEL AND INVITATION

Perhaps you know your sin still separates you from God. You have never called on
the Lord Jesus and received Him as your Savior. As God looks at your heart, He sees
your sin. You have broken God’s laws. The Bible says your sin separates you from God,
who is holy, and that the payment for sin is death—separation from God forever (read
Romans 6:23). God loves you, and He sent His perfect Son, the Lord Jesus, to take your
punishment for sin so you could be forgiven. Jesus took that punishment as He suffered
and died. Giving His blood on the cross, He was making the perfect payment for your
sin (read Hebrews 9:22). He was buried in a tomb, but three days later He rose from the
dead. Today the Lord Jesus lives in Heaven, where He is ruling over all. Would you like
to call on Him and receive Him as your Savior? The Bible says, (read Romans 10:13).
That means if you will turn from your sin, calling on the Lord Jesus by trusting with all
your heart that He has paid for your sin, you can be saved from sin’s punishment. Will
you do that today? Please bow your head and close your eyes. If you have never called
on the Lord Jesus to be your Savior and would like to do that today, will you show me
by quietly standing at your place? (Acknowledge responses.) Those of you who stood to
show you want to call on the Lord Jesus may come with me (designate time and location)
so I can show you from the Bible how you can be saved.



Review Questions

1. God told Samuel to do something for Him and to stop grieving for Saul. What did God
want Samuel to do? (Go to Bethlehem and anoint one of Jesse’s sons as the new king.)

2. Jesse’s seven sons came and stood before Samuel according to their ages. What
did Samuel think about the oldest son, Eliab? (He thought Eliab must be the one
God had chosen because he was the oldest and was tall and handsome.)

3. What did God caution Samuel about in choosing the new king? Hint—it’s our
memory verse! (Quote 1 Samuel 16:7 “The Lord seeth not as man seeth, for man
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” God said
how a person looks on the outside is not as important as his heart attitude.)

4. Which one of Jesse’s seven older sons did God choose as king? (God did not
choose any of them.)

5. What was the name of Jesse’s youngest son, and where was he at the time of the
feast? (His name was David; he was tending his father’s sheep.)

6. Why had David not been called to the feast? (The youngest was not considered
very important.)

7. What are some qualities God must have seen in David’s heart that made Him
choose David? (Love for God, trust in God, desire to please God, obedience, kindness
toward others.)

8. How does a poor heart attitude show in a person’s life? (What is in his heart comes
out in his behavior—disobedience, rebellion, unkindness.)

9. How does aright heart attitude show in a person’s life? (Obedience, desire to please
God, willingness to learn from mistakes.)

10. How can you be saved from sin’s punishment? (You must admit your sin, believe
that the Lovrd Jesus died for you and receive Him as your Savior from sin.)

Preschool Review Questions

What did God tell Samuel to do? (Anoint one of Jesse’s sons to be the new king.)
2. Why did Samuel think God would choose one of the seven older sons? (They
looked tall and handsome.)

Why did God choose David to be the next king? (David’s heart was right with God.)
4. How can your heart be made right with God? (Admit you've sinned and believe on
Jesus, who died to take the punishment for your sin.)

—

w

Learning Activities
Who Am I?

Give each child a square of paper divided into 9 smaller squares like a tic-tac-toe
board. Have them mark the middle square “free.” Read the descriptions below, one at a
time, asking, “Who am I?” As answers are given, print them on wordstrips and have the
children write them in the 8 remaining squares on their papers in any order.

¢ A king who had no heart for God (Saul)

¢ A king who had a whole heart for God (David)

e The one who crowned David king (Samuel)

e David’s father (Jesse)

e Jesse’s oldest son (Eliab)

e Jesse’s next oldest son (Abinadab)

e Jesse’s next oldest son (Shammah)

e His Spirit came upon David when Samuel anointed him king (God)

When the children have each square filled, shuffle the wordstrips and read them one
at a time. Children mark an X through each one read and call “tic-tac-toe” when they have
three X’s in a row.

Heart Pictures
Give each child a heart drawn on a sheet of paper and divided into four parts. Have them
draw in each section a picture of something they can do to show their heart is right with God.

David: A Man after God’s Heart © 1972, 1997, 2007, 2011 Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. Permission is given
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Review Game

“Zonk!”

Divide an 11" x 17" sheet of card
stock into 16 rectangles. Print one
clean heart, two dark hearts, one
“Give” card, two “Take” cards
and ten numbers between 50 and
500 on the rectangles. (See GNC
resource pack.) Cut the hearts and
numbers apart and put them in a
bag. Set the Give and Take cards
aside for use in the review game
for Lesson 4. Divide the class
into teams and ask questions,
alternating between the teams.
When a child answers correctly,
he may pick from the bag. He
may pick as many points from the
bag as he wishes but if he gets a
“Zonk!” (dark heart card), he loses
all points for that turn. If he gets
a clean heart card, his points are
doubled. The team with the most
points at the end wins.

Preschool Review Game

“God Sees Your Heart”

Remind the children that people
look at what they are like on
the outside but God sees their
hearts—what they’re really like.
Tell them that if they believe in
Jesus, He forgives their sins and
gives them a clean heart. Give
each child a clean (white) heart
mounted on a craft stick. Ask
questions and tell children to hold
up their clean hearts if they know
the answer. Call on one child to
answer and continue until each
child has had a turn.

Lesson 3 7
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God Gives David a Victory

This page has been designed for
you to photocopy and place in your
Bible as a ready reference.

*PIOAL S,PO5) WOJ Peal 10 Pjonh 3¢ PINOYS SISIIA PAJONIBI
*JX9) PUNoISsoe( 2k sasatjuated Ul $asIaA 2IMdLIOG

[Z1:1 uyo[] "Jo1AeS S ISLIYD) SAI09Y :(P[IY> P2AeSUN) uoije3iau|

[8:8TT wresd]

"93eIN0d NOA 9AI3 0) por) uo juno) i(plYd panes) abuzjjey)
(86-28:LT)

*A10701A J19Y) UI Surdrofox ‘way) pansand AuLie s [9vIS] g

(TG:LT) "Tedy Ul payj SSUNSIIY 9Y) PUB ‘YIRI[0D PIpeayaq puaed 'V

NOISNTONOD

(0G:LT) {peap Sem [9RIS] JO AWDUD 9], "PUNOIS 9Y) 0) PAYSLID YJRI[0L)
Ay 9y) se AI10)01A 31) UOM PIAB(] ‘98RIN0D UIAIS-POL) USnoayJ,

XVWID

(67-8F:L1) "Peaya10]
QU Ul WIY }ONIS Pue 9U0)s B SUN[S ‘YIBI[0L) PIemO) URI PIAB( "M
(L7 T¥:LT) "poD urIsny
Sy paurre[d20.1d A[SnoageInod pIae(] Ing ‘piae( pasidsap yeron [
(07-8€:LT) "3uls suy pue
SOUOIS AL YJIM PBIISUul In0 Sulo3 ‘JOULIR S [NeS PIjIafal piae(
(LETELT) "WeroD
J9A0 AJOJOIA B UIM P[NOD 9 JUSPLUOD SeM dY [NeS P[0} plAB(
(0€-82:LT)
“YIRI05) IN0qER N0 9¥0ds 9 asnedaq AISue sem JOYJ0Iq S PIAR(]
(L2-62:L1)
"AuLIe s,por) AJop p[nod 9y jey} Sem UBW SIY} OYM PIYSk PIAR(]
(FZ-€T:LT) "Te9J S,[oBIS] MBS PUR S)BAIY) S, IRI[0L) PIesl] PIAR(]
(61-21:LT) "Suleq-[[om J12Y) UO
309U 0} pue AULIE S [9RIS] Ul SUIAIDS SIOYJ0Iq SIY 0} POOJ 9Y[E)
0} Wy payse Joyjef siy ‘doays Suipua) swoy Sem pPIAB(] YA [
(TT-8:21) "Auwre sIy pue [nes o) Jea) SursuLiq
‘wry JYSyY 0} UBW B PUIS 0} [9BIS] PISUS[[BYD A[IRp YIBI[0D) D
L
.ﬁmmowvwEmﬁ:oEEmsomEcuEmE,wmzsmcm:mucuwzﬁmwﬁ.m
<

—

g =

SN

(€-T:L1) surejunour
aysoddo uo padured saunsIfIyJ S} PUe [SLIS] JO SIIULIR AUWDUD 9],

SIN3IA3 40 NOISSIYOOUd

S0P AS([) P[NOM JRU A jISUTeSe dn auwod I9Ad
pey 49y) A[[nq jsauraw )sa331q 1Y) Sem S "SIBAIY) SUNNOYS JISIP[0S
ATRUIPIO OU SBM SIY T, ****AS[[BA 9} SS0.I0B PAUIOO( 9JI0A B “Iopuny) axr|

NOLLYNAOULNI
aulpno

‘SaIJIAIIO. JBqapIS [BUOIIPPE 8S) BWI SSe|D pepuaixy

SUOSS8| JaelS qnyD SIeseyD yinil

+ - ‘SHIBLUNOOQ BUOZIBPUOJ ‘susy ol Buiyoesy/esian “akeld ‘sjuswisounouuy buisoid
SPJEME ‘MBINBI YOOg [BUOIOAS( JopuOj pUe Buiyoes} swiy 18inb
sk ° 'PESH 11199, 10 ,NOA 1SN LM SWI] puads o} Siuep pop, [ WAL 4EPUOM
Jafeud ‘siseydws ‘peyd suoissiw PHOAA Y} punote spueH,,
(118 (o] 8 ¥ 1ed ‘e Jo ssyreap) peg :hioys SuoIssIIN
«PHOM U} punoay [l usip|iyQ,, :6uos
4 14 mﬁ (mains)) ;shepypig omL, | AnAoy [edson
9 0 AjAioe yimouB Jo/pue sweb mainey MaIney
K10101A € pineQ SOAID POH uoneyAu|
0c 0c (uosss| snoinaid mainey) Juossa 9|qig
c 4 L6uBYD 1Byl e, Buog
idn dwnp :uonnedey
8 8 8:8] | wlesd asug/\ Aows
(es19A snoinaid mainay)
2 2 (Buos paziensia) HBuos Ayuul,, Buog
' e uaJp|Iyo a8y} wolj spodai asiesd pue sysanbai Jakeid J9heidq
BAI}US0U| doUBPUBHE [ A|[BL 19X011,, ‘SB|NI MBIASY
14 14 «PHOM 8U} || 0} SMeN po0oY),, Buluedo
QWODIoM
asJoA snolnald 8y10ai
- - PIIYO yoes 0} Usls| ‘OALIE USIP|IYD Se piodal aduepusie a3a|dwo) qn|D aJiojeg
ulw ulw
6. | -09 2|npay>§
dew {9—T]-7 SpJedyse[] sply [ensip
p2Aesuf 10}
“JOIAES SB JSLIY)) AIDIY siseydwy
judwajejs
j98BIN0J JOJ POL) UO JUNO)) Sunydea)
Suiyea)
'938IN0J NOA 9ALS 0) POL) U0 JUNO)) ulew
‘URISHIYD) B SI 9 9SNBIA( PAUSJBAIY) SISO 2JoUM  2A2IQ0
JooMm SIY) UONENIS & Ul 9BIN0d 9JBISUOWIP [[IM P[IYD PIABS Y], Sunyea)
Juewr ur 28127
90ULpyu0d Ind 01 UBY} QIO AU} UI ISNLL} 0} I9339q SII, §:QTT Wesd Kowy
8G-T:LT [PNWES T 2imydudg

MIIAIDAQ UOSSI]

1

Lesson 4

David: A Man after God’s Heart © 1972, 1997, 2007, 2011 Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. Permission is given

to photocopy this page for club or class use. All other rights reserved.



Preschool Memory Verse
Review 1 Samuel 16:7 throughout
the series.

The memory verses in this series
are taken from the King James
Version of the Bible. If you are
using another version, you may
need to adapt the explanations
slightly. If you are using the New
International Version, you will
find the teaching in the NIV GNC
resource pack (available only to
those teaching under the direction
of Child Evangelism Fellowship).

Whenever possible, help
children to feel comfortable
with God’s Word by looking
up verses with them.

Encourage children to read a
few verses from the Bible each
day. Wonder Devotional Books,
available at cefpress.com, are a
great tool to encourage quiet time.

Preschool Repetition

“Verse in Motion”

Say the verse with motions:

man looketh—Shade eyes with
hand and look around.

on the outward appearance —
Smooth hair proudly.

but the Lord—Point up.

looketh on the heart—Cross hands
over heart.

Because this is a growth lesson,
the Gospel teaching is condensed.
You’ll want to reinforce the
teaching in at least one other
place during the class hour. See
schedule, p. 29.

Memory Verse:

Introduction:

Presentation:

Explanation:

Application:

Repetition:

Teaching the Memory Verse

Psalm 118:8
“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.”

Have you ever really counted on someone to do something and they
didn’t follow through with what they were supposed to do? Maybe you
had a project at school with someone and they didn’t do their part. Or
maybe someone was supposed to pick you up for a party and they forgot.
Is there anyone we can trust to always do what he says he will? Listen
to our verse for today and find out the answer.

(Read the verse from your Bible or choose a child to do so.) Who does
our verse tell us we can trust to always do what He says? (God.) Since
the Bible is God’s words written down, we can trust that everything in
the Bible is 100 percent true. What are the two main parts of the Bible?
(Old and New Testaments.) Many of the chapters in the book of Psalms
were written by David long before Jesus was born. So which Testament
would Psalms be in? (Old Testament.) Let’s look at the address of this
verse. The first number tells us which chapter the verse is in. It is the big
number (show the children). The second number is the verse. These are
the small numbers in your Bible. We call this the address of the verse
because no matter which Bible you pick up, this verse will always be in
the book of Psalms. (Read the verse together from the visual, saying the
address at the beginning and end.)

It is better to trust in the LORD—To trust in the Lord is to put your
confidence in or depend on God and His Word. God is saying it is better
to do this...

than to put confidence in man.—Even friends disappoint us sometimes.
Often people don’t keep their word. But we can depend on God
completely. He always keeps His promises. (Read the verse together from
the visual, saying the address at the beginning and end.)

Saved: If Jesus is your Savior, trust in the Lord, not in other people. You
can (point to the teaching card and have the children repeat): Count on
God for courage! He will not disappoint you. (Read the verse together
from the visual, saying the address at the beginning and end.)

Unsaved: If you have never received the Lord Jesus as your Savior
from sin, you can trust God to forgive your sin today. Later we will talk
more about this and you’ll have an opportunity to receive Jesus as your
Savior. (Read the verse together from the visual, saying the address at the
beginning and end.)

Echo Mountain

(Divide the class into three groups—loud mountain, medium mountain, soft
mountain. The leader calls out a part of the verse and each group repeats
it, one afler the other, getting quieter each time. The result is an echo-like
sound. Start with short segments of the verse then make them longer. Start
slow and go faster each time. Let different groups be different mountains. If
you want to get them moving, have them stand up each time they speak.)

Gospel Activity

Two Birthdays (Review)
(Review the Gospel activity on p. 23.)

2 David: A Man after God’s Heart © 1972, 1997, 2007, 2011 Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. Permission is given to photocopy memory
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Lesson
INTRODUCTION

Like thunder a voice boomed across the valley, echoing through the surrounding
mountains. “I dare the armies of Israel this day—give me a man, that we may fight!” This
was no ordinary soldier shouting threats. He was the biggest, meanest bully King Saul’s
army had ever come up against! What would they do?

PROGRESSION OF EVENTS
Slide 01

Along time had gone by since Samuel, the man of God, had anointed young David to
be the next king of Israel. King Saul was still in power and David continued to care for his
father’s sheep, awaiting God’s time for him to take his place as king of Israel. Our memory
verse from last week helps us remember that God chose David because his heart was
right with God. Let’s say the verse together. (Quote 1 Samuel 16:7 together.) David did,
however, go to the palace occasionally. Saul had learned of David’s talent with the harp,
and he called on David from time to time to come play for him—especially when Saul felt
depressed (sad).

In the meantime Israel’s old enemies, the Philistines (fih-LIS-teens), began to make
trouble for them. Israel had miraculously defeated the Philistines in the past, but now the
Philistines were determined to conquer Israel!

The two armies gathered on opposite mountains with a valley between them. A custom
of the Philistines was for each army to send one soldier to fight for them. The side whose
soldier lost would become slaves of the winning side. So Israel’s army was not surprised
when the Philistines sent out a champion to represent them—until they saw him!

Slide 02

The champion of the Philistines was a huge man—a giant—named Goliath (goe-LIE-ahth).
The Bible says that he was about 9'9" tall! His head, shoulders, chest and legs were covered
in bronze armor that weighed about 125 pounds. He carried a bronze spear with an iron tip
that weighed about 15 pounds. He was big and scary! When the men of Israel’s army saw him,
they must have stared in fear and amazement!

He stomped down into the valley with his heavy armor. With his big, booming voice
he shouted, (vead 1 Samuel 17:8-9 in a booming voice).

The Israelites were God’s people, yet they were frozen with fear. Even King Saul was
terrified! Every day, twice a day—in the morning and again in the evening—for 40 days, Goliath
came and shouted his threats. He was a bully and he was making fun of God’s people.

Slide 03

Have you ever had to face someone who acted like Goliath? Perhaps there’s a
bully or gang at school who threaten to beat you up if you don’t help them do bad
things. Maybe they tease you day after day because you read the Bible and pray and
insist on doing right. You may want to stand for God, doing what’s right, but you are
afraid of those who don’t love God. What should you do? You might be tempted to
give in and stop doing things you know God wants you to do. The Bible says, (read
Psalm 56:3). If you know the Lord Jesus as your Savior, count on God to give you
courage—just when you need it!

King Saul and the Israelite army were not counting on God for courage. They were
terrified by the threats of the giant Goliath.

Slide 04

While his brothers served in Israel’s army, David was faithfully caring for his father’s
sheep in Bethlehem. One day David’s father, Jesse, told him, “David, I want you to take
this roasted grain and ten loaves of bread to your brothers at the camp. Also, take along
these ten cheeses and give them to the commander of the camp. See how your brothers
are doing and come back and tell me.”

Speak dramatically with a booming
voice to mimic Goliath.

Show picture of ram’s horn from
Lesson 1 and discuss.

Preschoolers will enjoy playing
pretend harps.

Compare the giant’s height to the
ceiling in your classroom. This will
help visual learners understand.
Compare armor weight to a
person in your group and spear tip
weight to 15 pounds of sugar or a
15-pound weight. Let children lift it.

Most translations read bronze
rather than brass as stated in King
James Version.

Let children act the part of the
stomping giant and shout his
words from 1 Samuel 18:10.
Kinesthetic learners need this type
of involvement.

T

Teaching Card

Have children shout “Count on
God for courage!” This teaching
statement—a shortened version
of the teaching emphasis for the
saved child—will be easy for kids
to repeat. Tell the kids that anytime
you call out “Word Up!” they are to
shout the phrase back. Call it out
during transition times, times when
kids are restless or anytime!

Ahead of time ask one or two older
children to share examples of when
they’ve faced “Goliaths.” This will
appeal to your auditory learners
and help children personally relate
to the teaching.

Lesson 4 3



Print these words on a card and
give them to a child before club.
An auditory learner would love
to read the card loudly at the
appropriate time.

Preschool Song
Sing “l Have a Friend.”

*The portion between the two
asterisks can be replaced with
a skit, available in the GNC
resource pack.

Vary the sound of your voice to
distinguish between the words of
Eliab and David.

David got up early the next morning and made sure the sheep were taken care of by
a servant. Then swiftly he gathered the supplies and headed for the army camp.

David arrived just as Israel’s army was preparing for their daily meeting with the enemy.
David quickly delivered the food to the man in charge and hurried to join his brothers.

Slide 05

He greeted his brothers but noticed they didn’t seem to listen. They were staring
intently at the opposite hillside as if waiting for something. Then all at once David saw
their eyes grow large with fear! And before David could turn to see what they were staring
at, he heard it—a booming shout that almost made the ground shake beneath his feet!

“Why have you come out in battle formation? Look at me! I am a Philistine. You are
only the servants of Saul!”

David turned to see where the voice was coming from. He couldn’t believe his eyes! His
heart must have pounded as he looked at the huge man. The giant’s voice echoed through
the valley. “Send me a man to fight! I dare you! Send me a man to fight!” Goliath snarled.

David looked around at his brothers and the other soldiers. Some of the men of Israel
backed away, running from Goliath in fear.

“Who is this man?” David asked. One of the men told David how Goliath had been
threatening them every day like this for many weeks. He said to David, “King Saul has
offered a prize. He said he will give his daughter as a wife to the man who kills that giant.
And no member of the man’s family will have to pay taxes or be a servant.”

David felt a chill run up and down his spine—not because of fear, but because of the
anger he felt as he heard his country and his God being threatened, and as he saw the
fear that seemed to paralyze the army of Israel.

“Who is this Philistine,” David exclaimed, “that he should defy the armies of the living God?”

Goliath had been boldly defying God’s people. He seemed to think he didn’t need God.

Even today, God’s enemies think they can get away with anything. They think they
don’t need God. Some may be big and strong and think they can take care of themselves.
But the Bible says that everyone needs God. As your Creator, God made you to need a
relationship with Him. Your sinful attitude of trying to live without God’s help makes you
God’s enemy. The Bible also says that because God is holy, you cannot get away with
sin. God must always punish sin. The punishment is to be separated from God forever.
But isn’t it wonderful to know that even though you were born an enemy of God, He
still loves you? He sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, to take the punishment for your sin
so you could be made friends with God. Jesus, who is perfect, suffered and died, giving
His blood on the cross so you could be forgiven. The Bible says Jesus “made peace
through the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20). He made peace with God the Father for you
through His suffering and death. The Lord Jesus was buried and rose again the third
day. Some people refuse to receive Him as Savior. They think they don’t need God.

Goliath thought he didn’t need God. He was boldly defying God’s people. He thought
he could get away with his proud attitude, but David knew better.

*When David’s oldest brother, Eliab, heard David’s comment, he turned angrily on
his young brother. “Why have you come down here? Who's at home taking care of the
sheep?” Eliab demanded. “I know why you've come. You wanted to see the great battle.
You were afraid you might miss something!”

“What have I done wrong?” David asked, refusing to get into an argument with his brother.

Soon word began to spread about David. “Did you hear what that young fellow said?
He said, ‘How dare this man defy the armies of the living God?”” Before long, David’s
words traveled all the way to King Saul himself. The king immediately sent for David.

Slide 06

David said to the king, “Don’t let anybody be afraid because of this enemy. I am your
servant, and I will go and fight this Philistine.”

King Saul tried to reason with David. “You can’t fight this giant. You are hardly more than
a boy. This man has been trained in warfare from his youth, but you've had no training.”

4 David: A Man after God’s Heart



David refused to be discouraged. “I have been tending sheep for my father,” he
explained. “There have been times when I have killed wild animals—a lion and a bear—with
my own hands, when they came into the flock. This Philistine who has dared the armies
of the living God shall be like those wild animals to me.” With strong conviction David
said, (read 1 Samuel 17:37).*

Why was David so confident? Not because he had the strength in himself, but because
he knew and trusted his God. God was giving David the courage he needed.

Slide 07

If you know the Lord Jesus as your Savior, count on God to give you courage.
God promises His help in times of fear. When you feel afraid and God’s enemies
seem stronger than you, remember that God is with you. When someone makes
fun of you because you follow God, remember God is on your side! Our memory
verse reminds us, (quote Psalm 118:8). You're not alone. Put your confidence in
God! Say to God, “I will trust in You.” Why can you trust in God? He is stronger
than the strongest enemy. He knows how to deal with those who give you a hard
time because of your love for Him. Do what you know God wants you to do. Say to
those who want you to do wrong—“No!” Take a stand for God. Because of who God
is, you can count on Him to give you courage.

God would give David the needed courage to take on Goliath.

When King Saul heard David’s confident words and saw the determined look in his
eyes, he said, “Go, and the Lord be with you!” As David turned to go, Saul noticed he didn’t
have any armor, so he offered his own.

David struggled into the heavy suit of armor. He fastened on the sword, and Saul set
the heavy bronze helmet on his head. But David was not used to the armor.

David’s muffled voice came from inside the large helmet, “May I just go out in my
shepherd’s clothes? I would have to get used to moving in your armor before I could wear
it.” David eagerly took off the heavy pieces.

Taking only his shepherd’s staff and sling, David left to face Goliath. As he crossed a
small stream, he stooped and picked up five smooth stones, dropping them into his bag.

Saul and all of his men were probably lined up along the mountain watching in
amazement as this courageous young boy approached Goliath.

The giant saw someone from Israel’s camp coming toward him. As David came closer,
Goliath was able to see his opponent more clearly. He fixed his angry eyes on the young
shepherd boy. Hatred and scorn showed on his face. Then his mighty voice roared through
the valley.

“Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” he said looking at the shepherd’s staff
in David’s hand. He cursed and swore at David. “You come to me and I will feed your body
to the birds. I will leave you there for the wild animals to eat!” Goliath’s threats thundered
up the mountainside to the ears of the frightened Israelites. The Philistine army also
watched and listened. They probably thought, This battle won’t take long at all!

David shouted, (read 1 Samuel 17:45). David ran toward Goliath. Reaching into his
shepherd bag, he took out one of the stones and placed it in his sling. David raised the
sling over his head and began to swing it around and around. It spun faster than the eye
could see. Then with a z-z-z-ing the stone flew through the air at lightning speed. It sank
deep into Goliath’s forehead.

CLIMAX
Slide 08
Through God-given courage, David won the victory as the mighty Goliath crashed to
the ground. The enemy of Israel was dead!

T

Teaching Card

Have children shout “Count on
God for courage!” This teaching
statement—a shortened version
of the teaching emphasis for the
saved child—will be easy for kids
to repeat. Tell the kids that anytime
you call out “Word Up!” they are to
shout the phrase back. Call it out
during transition times, times when
kids are restless or anytime!

Read or have child read Isaiah
41:10—God’s promise to help in
times of fear.

Preschool Song
Sing “Oh Be Careful”

Show Goliath’s hatred and scorn
in your facial expression.

Have all the children shout, “The
battle is the Lord’s!”

Have children raise their arms in
the air, swinging them around and

around and shouting “Zing!” as
they let go of the imaginary stones.

State climax dramatically.
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CONCLUSION
David hurried over to the giant. Standing over his huge body, David drew out Goliath’s
own sword and cut off the giant’s head. When the Philistines saw their champion was
dead, they were afraid! They turned and ran for their lives. The army of Israel, now filled
with joy and confidence, chased the enemy and won a great victory.

CHALLENGE

%;% Slide 09

For preschoolers omit the first two
sentences of the conclusion.

Teaching Card

Have children shout “Count on
God for courage!” This teaching
statement—a shortened version
of the teaching emphasis for the
saved child—will be easy for kids
to repeat. Tell the kids that anytime
you call out “Word Up!” they are to
shout the phrase back. Call it out
during transition times, times when
kids are restless or anytime!

O

Invite children to come to Christ
using the method given here or
one you have found effective. See
“How to Lead a Child to Christ,”
inside front cover.

Preschool Invitation

Sing “You and Me” and present
the invitation using Acts 16:31
and “believe on” terminology. Ask
those who would like to believe
on Jesus to stay with you at the
the story rug.

Review Game

“Give or Take”

Use the number cards from Lesson
3 and the one “Give” and two
“Take” cards you made and set
aside. (See GNC resource pack.)
Place the numbers in a bag and
fan the Give and Take cards in your
hand with the words facing you.
Divide the class into two teams
and ask questions, alternating
between the teams. The first child
to raise his hand and correctly
answer draws a number card
from the bag. He then draws one
of the cards from your hand. If he
draws a Take card, his team keeps
the points. If he draws a Give
card, his team gives the points to
the other team. Talk about how
sometimes we need to give help
and sometimes take help. Return
the number card to the bag, mix up
the Give and Take cards and ask
the next question. The team with
the most points after all questions
have been answered wins.
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That victory was won because David counted on God for courage. Our memory
verse helps us remember that. (Quote Psalm 118:8 together.) If you know the Lord
Jesus as your Savior, count on God to give you courage. Whatever your situation
this week, will you trust God as David did? Remember God is with you. Say to God, “I
will trust in You.” Then do what you know God wants you to do. God is all-powerful
and He loves you very much. You can count on Him completely. Next week you can
share with us how God gave you courage when you needed it.

INVITATION

Perhaps you have never received the Lord Jesus as your Savior from sin.
You can turn from that sin today, putting your trust in what the Lord Jesus did
for you on the cross. God’s Word says, (read John 1:12). Do you believe that
Jesus is the only one who can save you from the punishment of your sin? If you
have never received Him as your Savior, will you receive Him today? Let’s all
bow our heads and close our eyes. If you would like to receive the Lord Jesus as
your Savior, will you show me by looking up at me? (Acknowledge responses.) If
you looked up to show me you want to receive the Lord Jesus, please meet me
(designate time and location) so I can help you understand from God’s Word
how you can become His child.

Review Questions

1. What enemy was invading the land of Israel? (The Philistines.)

2. Why were the Israelites fearful of Goliath? (He was a giant; he came out night and
day, shouting threats and insults at them.)

3. What should the Israelites have remembered instead of letting their fear of
Goliath control them? (That they were the people of the living God, who is stronger
than any giant.)

4. Why was David angered by Goliath’s threats? (Because Goliath was defying God
and His people.)

5. Who are God’s enemies? How does a person get peace with God? (We are all
God’s enemies because of sin until we receive the Lord Jesus as our Savior. He has
made peace with God for us through His blood.)

6. What made David think he could fight Goliath and win? (He remembered God’s
Jaithfulness to him in the past; he trusted God for victory.)

7. Why is it often hard for Christian boys and girls to stand up for God? (Others often
make fun of or threaten those who live for God.)

8. What Bible verse could you remember when you need courage to stand up for God?
(Psalm 118:8 “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man.”)

9. What did David tell King Saul to convince him he could beat Goliath? (David told
him how God had helped him in the past and how he was trusting God now.)

10. What did David shout to Goliath before he ran toward him? (“I come to you in the
name of the Lord, the God of the armies of Israel!”)

questions and games for club or class use. All other rights reserved.



Preschool Review Questions

1. Why were the Israelites so afraid of the Philistines? (One of their soldiers was a

giant named Goliath.)

Why could David kill Goliath? (He trusted God and God helped him.)

How has God helped you? (Answers will vary.)

4. How can you have your sins forgiven? (Admit you've sinned and believe on Jesus
as your Savior.)

W

Learning Activities
Giant Puzzle
Discussion: When do you need courage? What are some “giants” in your life that you’re
afraid of? How can God help you when you’re afraid? Have each child draw a picture of
something he is afraid of on a large paper, cut the picture into 5-10 pieces and exchange
his “puzzle” with another child to be put back together.

Words of Courage
Have children locate and discuss verses about trusting God and being courageous:
Prov. 28:1; 1 Cor. 16:13; Phil. 1:27,28; 2 Tim. 1:7; Josh. 1:9.

Preschool Review Game
“David’s Pouch”

Provide a pile of smooth stones
and a cloth drawstring or paper
bag. When a child answers a
question, he may place a stone in
the bag. Continue until all children
have placed a stone in the bag.

David: A Man after God’s Heart © 1972, 1997, 2007, 2011 Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. Permission is given Lesson 4 7

to photocopy review questions and games for club or class use. All other rights reserved.



A Man after God’s Heart

David
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Preschool Memory Verse
Review 1 Samuel 16:7 throughout
the series.

The memory verses in this series
are taken from the King James
Version of the Bible. If you are
using another version, you may
need to adapt the explanations
slightly. If you are using the New
International Version, you will
find the teaching in the NIV GNC
resource pack (available only to
those teaching under the direction
of Child Evangelism Fellowship).

Be sure to show a visual
presentation of the verse.

Use a creative repetition each time
you teach a memory verse so that
children will have a chance to
memorize the verse before class
is finished. For some children,
that’s the only opportunity they’ll
have all week.

Preschool Repetition

“Color Stand-Ups”

Ask all who are wearing a certain
color to stand and say the verse.
Repeat using different colors
until each child has had several
opportunities to recite the verse.

Memory Verse:

Introduction:

Presentation:

Explanation:

Application:

Repetition:

Do It Now

Teaching the Memory Verse

Hebrews 13:5
“Be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never
leave thee.”

What do you have that is your favorite thing to do or to play with? (Allow
response.) It is good to remind ourselves of the things God has given
us to enjoy. In Hebrews 13:5 God gives us some instructions about the
things we have.

(Read the verse from your Bible or choose a child to do so.) The New Testament
tells us about what happened from the time Jesus came to Earth until after He
died, rose again and went back to Heaven. Jesus’ friends wrote down many
other things God wanted His children to know about. Do you remember
how many of God’s words here in the Bible are true? (All of them because
God is true!) As you look at the address of today’s verse, can you tell what
chapter itis in? (13.) Which verse? (5.) (Show the verse in your Bible.) As
I read the verse one more time from my Bible, make sure the words you
see here (point to the visual) are exactly the same. (Read the verse together
Sfrom the visual, saying the address at the beginning and end.)

Be content with such things as ye have—Don’t compare what you have with
what others have. Don’t be jealous of them or upset because they have
something you don’t have. Be satisfied or happy with what you do have.
for he hath said, I will never leave thee—God says He will never leave
you. Knowing God is with you is better than anything else you could
have. (Read the verse together from the visual, saying the address at the
beginning and end.)

Saved: All you have is from God. If you have believed on Jesus as your
Savior, remember, (point to the teaching card and have the children
repeat): Don’t be jealous—God can help! God is with you and will
never leave you. He can help you be content with what He has given
you. (Read the verse together from the visual, saying the address at the
beginning and end.)

Unsaved: If you have not believed on Jesus as your Savior from sin, you
can do so today. When you believe on Jesus, He comes to live in you
and will never leave you. (Read the verse together from the visual, saying
the address at the beginning and end.)

Change the Volume

(Repeat the verse several times, motioning with your hand to indicate how
loudly or softly the children should say the verse. Hold your hand low for
quiet, in the middle for medium and high for loud. Change the volume
either at the end of the verse or several times during the verse. You may
want to allow a few well-behaved children to control the volume as the
game progresses.)

Gospel Activity

Print KNOW on a card stock strip. Cover back of strip with black paper. Cut two squares
from card stock and tape at each end of strip so you can flip them behind or over the K and
W as needed. Print God on the right square and you on the left one as shown. (See GNC

resource pack.)

Today I'm going to ask you the most important question anyone could ever ask you.
Do not answer out loud.
Have you ever asked God’s Son Jesus to save you from your sin?

2 David: A Man after God’s Heart © 1972, 1997, 2007, 2011 Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. Permission is given to photocopy memory
verse teaching for club or class use. All other rights reserved.



(Cover K and W to show NO.) If your answer is no, I want to tell you a special story
about you and God. If your answer is yes, I want you to thank the Lord in your heart for
what He has done for you as I tell this story.

(Turn strip to show dark side.) At the beginning of time only darkness was on Earth.
Then God, who lives in a beautiful place called Heaven, did a wonderful thing. He placed
the sun and moon and stars in the sky to give us light. He made all the things on Earth
that we enjoy—trees, flowers, birds, animals and best of all, people!

God loved the people He made. He came to Earth each day to talk with them. He
provided everything they needed. But one day these people did a terrible thing. They
decided, “I'm not going to obey God. I'm going to do what I want to do!” What a sad day
that was. A new kind of darkness came to Earth. That darkness is called sin.

(Flip sections over to show God and you.) It is a darkness inside of you that separates
you from God, for God is holy—without any sin. God is perfect. He hates sin but He still
loves you. He doesn’t want you to be separated from Him. He wants to talk with you each
day, to help you with your problems, to show you His special plan for your life and to have
you live with Him in Heaven someday.

(Turn strip to show KNOW.) Because God loves you there is something very wonderful
He wants you to know. He made a way to forgive your sins—all the lies you've told, the times
you have said mean things, your disobedience to your mom or dad. How do I know you have
sinned? God who made you and knows everything you say and think and do, said, “A/l have
sinned” (Rom. 3:23). Every one of us has failed to obey God. Here is God’s plan:

He sent His own perfect Son Jesus from Heaven to Earth many years ago. Jesus let
wicked men nail Him to a wooden cross so He could take the punishment for your sins.
God’s Son died on that cross for you but in three days God made Him alive again! (See 1
Cor. 15:3-4.) God accepted Jesus’ payment for your sins.

(Flip section over K to show NOW.) Now is the time for you to make the most important
decision of your life! God’s book, the Bible, says, “Now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).
Salvation means to be saved from your sin. Now is the time for you to decide. Will you believe
Jesus died for your sin? Will you receive Him as your Savior? God says, “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” from your sin (Acts 16:31). You will no longer
be separated from God by the darkness of sin. You will be able to talk with God each day, to
ask for His help, to be His friend and someday live with Him in Heaven.

(Invite those who want to receive Jesus as their Savior to talk with you or another counselor.)

Lesson
INTRODUCTION

*Jordan’s problem was jealousy. He wanted all the attention. He was jealous of
everyone—his sister and brother, other boys and his best friend. When Jordan’s mom would
praise his sister for good grades in school, Jordan tried to name all the great things he had
done. Although Jordan was a Christian, anytime others received praise he became angry
and resentful. Have you ever felt like Jordan? What happens if jealousy isn’t stopped—if
it takes complete control of you? Let’s listen to our story and find out!*

PROGRESSION OF EVENTS
King Saul was very impressed with David! He watched David’s victory over Goliath
and the defeat of the Philistines. Saul decided David would no longer live in his father’s
home tending the sheep. He was much too valuable! From now on, David would live at
the palace as part of the king’s own household.

Slide 01

This decision pleased Saul’s son Jonathan, for David had become his best friend. Jonathan
and David were alike in many ways. Both were young men after God’s heart. They loved God
and trusted Him for strength and courage. Jonathan had great respect for David because some
time earlier Jonathan had also fought the Philistines and God had given him a great victory.
Prince Jonathan gave David his royal robe, his armor and his sword—a great honor for David.
Jonathan knew that one day David would be king instead of him. He could have been jealous
of David, but instead Jonathan’s heart was full of love and admiration for his friend. Jonathan
and David made a promise to be loyal friends as long as they lived.

A
AN}
s 2

*The portion between the two
asterisks can be replaced with
a skit, available in the GNC
resource pack.

Allow children to share times when
they’ve been jealous. Be prepared
to briefly recount a situation of
your own if children are reluctant
to share.

This narrative does not allow
for a clear place to teach the
message of salvation within the
story line itself. For this reason,
the message is taught at the end
of the lesson, going directly into
the invitation for the unsaved
child. This maintains proper
interpretation of the Scripture.
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commander—leader in charge of
soldiers.

Preschoolers will enjoy pretending
to be the marching army.

Let children echo the women’s
chant.

Write 1000 on chalkboard or
sketch pad (Saul’s thousands).
Then add a zero and a comma
to show David’s ten thousands.

For preschoolers, hold hands close
together to show thousands then
spread arms wide to show ten
thousands.

T

Teaching Card

Have children shout “Don’t be
jealous—God can help!” This
teaching statement—a shortened
version of the teaching emphasis
for the saved child—will be easy
for kids to repeat. Tell the kids
that anytime you call out “Word
Up!” they are to shout the phrase
back. Call it out during transition
times, times when kids are restless
or anytime!

“troubled with an evil spirit”—
Matthew Henry’s commentary
states, “If God and his grace do
not rule us, sin and Satan will
have possession of us. The Deuvil,
by the divine permission, troubled
and terrified Saul, by means of the
corrupt humours of his body and
passions of his mind.”

Seeing how bravely David fought Israel’s enemy and how the soldiers took courage
from David’s example, King Saul made David a commander. David was loved and respected
by the other soldiers and the people.

As Israel’s army victoriously marched into the city, returning from battle with the
Philistines, the people shouted for joy. The air filled with music as the women played
instruments and sang songs praising the brave soldiers. King Saul had heard these songs
many times before. He enjoyed hearing them sing about his victories in defeating Israel’s
enemies. As he listened to the women’s songs he smiled. “Saul has slain his thousands!”
they sang in celebration.

But the next part of their song made the king’s smile disappear. “Saul has slain his
thousands, and David his ten thousands!” the people sang. Saul was used to being Israel’s
hero. No way did he want to share his glory with this young man!

The respect and admiration Saul had felt for David turned quickly to anger and
suspicion. They are giving this young man more honor than me—and I am the king! he may
have thought. Perhaps King Saul remembered Samuel’s words to him, “God has chosen
another man to be king instead of you—a man after God’s own heart.” Could this young
man be the one Samuel was talking about? Saul began to let his jealous feelings control
his thoughts.

Slide 02

Do you let jealous feelings control your thoughts? What is jealousy? It is feeling
unhappy—even angry—because you don’t have something that others have. How do you
react when your friends say good things about your brother or sister but don’t notice
what you've done? Do you get jealous? Perhaps a friend of yours always gets better
grades than you do at school. Maybe your sister seems to get more clothes or toys from
your parents than you do. Or perhaps you have a new baby in your family who gets
all the attention. You can’t always stop a jealous thought from coming into your mind.
But if you allow that jealous thought to grow, it can become a terrible thing. The Bible
says jealousy (envy) is “the rottenness of the bones” (Prov. 14:30). This means that if
you allow it, jealousy can control you so much you can get physically sick. If you have
trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, with God’s help you can stop the sin
of jealousy. If you are letting jealousy control you, tell God about your jealous thoughts
and confess to Him (agree with Him) that they are sin. Thank God for the way He has
made you and for the things He has allowed you to have. You're special to Him! God
can help you be happy and content instead of controlled by jealousy.

Saul began to let his jealous feelings about David control his thoughts. He was angry
and suspicious that David might be the one to replace him as king.

The next day Saul was in a very bad mood. The Bible says he was “troubled with an
evil spirit.” David took his harp and began to play soothing music. But his music did not
calm the king. In fact, it seemed to enrage him!

Slide 03

Without warning Saul took his spear and threw it at David, trying to pin him to the
wall! David’s heart pounded as he jumped aside, letting the deadly spear zoom past him.
Poor David must have been confused by the king’s strange behavior.

The Bible says that King Saul was afraid of David. He knew God was with David,
protecting him. Saul himself was far from God because of his sin. He was reminded of that
every time he saw David, so his hatred and jealousy of David continued to grow. Unable
to kill David himself, King Saul decided to send David away so that he might be killed in
battle. What a perfect plan, Saul may have thought. David will be gone for good, and no one
will suspect that I planned it this way!

But Saul’s idea didn’t work. God continued to bless and protect David. The people’s
love for David kept growing—and so did Saul’s jealousy.

Jonathan knew about the king’s hatred of David. In fact, Saul even tried to get Jonathan
to help him kill David! Jonathan warned David of his father’s continued anger toward him.
He cautioned David to hide and promised to talk to the king about him.

4 David: A Man after God’s Heart



Slide 04

Jonathan went to his father to try to reason with him. He reminded King Saul of how much
good David did for him, especially in killing Goliath. Saul listened to his son and agreed. Saul
promised not to kill David and David was invited to again play his harp for the king.

Then David led Israel’s army into battle against the Philistines again, winning another
victory. Afterward, David came back to find King Saul in another of his dark moods. David
picked up his harp and began to play. Just as before, Saul grabbed his spear and threw it
at David, narrowly missing him. David escaped and went back into hiding.

Saul had broken his promise. His jealousy was so great it caused him to do terrible
things—even attempt murder!

Slide 05

Jealousy can lead you to do terrible things, too. But if you have trusted the Lord
Jesus as your Savior, with God’s help you can stop the sin of jealousy. When you
realize you are even a little jealous of a friend, family member or someone else, confess
itto God. The Bible says you are to “put off” jealousy (Ephesians 4:22-23). That means to
cast it aside or stop being jealous. Ask God to help you stop comparing yourself to others.
Stop wanting things that others have. Stop feeling sorry for yourself. Instead, our memory
verse says, (quote Ephesians 4:24). To “put on the new man” means to let your life show
that the Lord Jesus has changed you on the inside. It means being a person after God’s
heart—a person who refuses to be controlled by jealousy. Instead of being jealous, try
these four things: 1) Pray for the person you are jealous of; 2) Look for something good
in that person; 3) Tell that person you admire his or her abilities; 4) Thank God for what
He is doing in that person’s life. Let’s say these steps together: “Pray, Look, Tell, Thank.”
When you begin to “put on” these things, you'll notice that with God’s help, you can stop
the sin of jealousy. Our verse from last week helps us remember how important it is to
trust God for help. (Quote Psalm 118:8 together.) If you don’t allow God to help you stop
the sin of jealousy, it can lead you to do terrible things.

Jealousy was leading Saul to do terrible things. He even tried to kill David because of
his jealousy had grown so great!

Slide 06

After hiding out for a while David secretly went to see Jonathan. “What have I done?”
he asked his friend. “Why is your father so determined to take my life?”

“I'm sure my father is not planning to kill you now,” Jonathan said. “He would have
told me!”

“Your father knows we are good friends,” David replied, “so he would not tell you he
hates me. But I am sure he is planning to kill me.”

Jonathan was very upset. He loved his friend. “What should I do?” he asked.

“Tomorrow I am supposed to be at a feast at the palace,” David reminded Jonathan.
“But I will stay here in the field. If your father gets angry, you will know that he still plans
to kill me. Let me know what happens.”

The two friends walked out into the field together. Jonathan looked at David and said,
“I promise I will tell you if my father is determined to harm you. If he is, you must run
away! May the Lord be with you as He has also been with my father.”

Then Jonathan asked David to promise him that he would always be kind to Jonathan’s
family. David solemnly promised, “I will.”

The two friends agreed on a signal. In three days Jonathan would come to the field
with a little boy. Jonathan would shoot three arrows toward a stone pile then ask the boy
to get them. If the king was friendly toward David, Jonathan would tell the boy that the
arrows were on this side of him. But if the king was angry, Jonathan would tell the boy
that the arrows were beyond him. Then David would know he should run away.

Tx

Teaching Card

Have children shout “Don’t be
jealous—God can help!” This
teaching statement—a shortened
version of the teaching emphasis
for the saved child—will be easy
for kids to repeat. Tell the kids
that anytime you call out “Word
Up!” they are to shout the phrase
back. Call it out during transition
times, times when kids are restless
or anytime!

Lead children in motions to help
them remember these steps: 1)
Fold hands. 2) Hold hands to eyes
like binoculars. 3) Hold hand to
mouth like a microphone. 4) Clap.

Role play situations that could
cause children to be jealous.
Show the wrong way to respond
and then the right, applying the
steps given in this application.
Children will enjoy participating,
and it will make the teaching more
real for them.

Preschool Song
Sing “I Have a Friend.”

Preschool Song
Sing “I Have a Friend.”

Preschoolers will enjoy counting
the days.

Lesson 5 5



Use voice inflection to convey
Saul’s fierce anger and Jonathan’s
concern.

State climax firmly.

Pause before Jonathan’s final
words to allow the emotion of
moment to sink in.

%

Teaching Card

Have children shout “Don’t be
jealous—God can help!” This
teaching statement—a shortened
version of the teaching emphasis
for the saved child—will be easy
for kids to repeat. Tell the kids
that anytime you call out “Word
Up!” they are to shout the phrase
back. Call it out during transition
times, times when kids are restless
or anytime!

Lead children in motions to help
them remember these steps: 1)
Fold hands. 2) Hold hands to eyes
like binoculars. 3) Hold hand to
mouth like a microphone. 4) Clap.

Slide 07

On the second day of the feast, when Saul noticed that David was still absent, he
became furious. He shouted at Jonathan, “Don’t you know that as long as David walks
the Earth you can never be king?” This was true since God had taken the kingdom away
from Saul’s family and given it to David. King Saul angrily exclaimed, “Send for David. He
must surely die! You should be glad to get rid of him!”

Bravely standing up for his friend, Jonathan pleaded with his father, “Why should he
be killed? What has he done?”

Seeing his son’s love for David put Saul into an uncontrollable rage. Picking up his
spear, he threw it at Jonathan! Saul’s jealousy had grown to such a point he was even ready
to kill his own son!

CLIMAX
Refusing to seek God’s help, King Saul’s jealousy now had complete control of him.

CONCLUSION
Slide 08

Jonathan left the feast, filled with anger toward his father and sadness for his friend
David. The next morning Jonathan took a servant boy with him out into the field where
David was hiding. He shot his arrows to the side of the stone pile, then sent the boy after
them. Shouting to the boy so David could hear him, Jonathan called, “Is not the arrow
beyond you?” That was the promised signal that told David the bad news. The boy found
the arrows and returned to Jonathan, who sent him back to the city.

As soon as the boy left, David came out from his hiding place. He was too sad to speak.
The two friends threw their arms around one another and cried. Finally Jonathan spoke.
“Go in peace, David,” he said. “We’ll remember the promise we made to each other. We
will each show kindness to the other’s family.”

So Jonathan returned to the city and David left to hide from the angry king. If only
Saul had asked God to help him stop his sin of jealousy!

CHALLENGE
Slide 09

If you have trusted the Lord Jesus as your Savior, with God’s help you can
stop the sin of jealousy. Maybe like Jordan, in the story at the beginning of our
lesson, you are jealous of everybody. But you can be different. You can be a person
after God’s heart—a person who refuses to be controlled by jealousy. Remember
to “put off” jealousy. Ask God to help you stop those jealous thoughts before they
turn into terrible actions. Ask Him to help you (quote memory verse Ephesians 4:24).
This week when you find yourself feeling jealous toward someone, 1) Pray for
him; 2) Look for something good in him; 3) Tell him you admire his abilities; 4)
Thank God for what He is doing in him. Let’s say these together: “Pray” for him;
“Look” for something good in him; “Tell” him you admire his abilities; “Thank”
God for what His is doing. Will you remember that with God’s help you can
stop the sin of jealousy? Next week you can share how God helped you stop
the sin of jealousy in your life and we can thank Him together.

6 David: A Man after God’s Heart



GOSPEL AND INVITATION

Maybe you’ve never believed in the Lord Jesus as your Savior. Perhaps
today you realize that you have sinned. Sin is breaking God’s laws or rules. It is
when you choose your own way instead of God’s way. The Bible says sin must
be punished, but God showed His love for you when He sent His Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ, to Earth to take the punishment for your sins. God’s Word says,
(read Romans 5:8). Jesus was perfect—without sin—but He gave His blood for
your sins when He died on the cross in your place. He was buried and rose again
three days later. God offers you the gift of everlasting life with Him if you believe
(trust completely) in what Jesus did for you.

The Bible says, (read John 3:16). Will you believe in Him and have everlasting
life today?

Please bow your heads and close your eyes. If you would like to believe in the
Lord Jesus, will you show me by raising your hand? (Acknowledge responses.) If you
raised your hand, I would like to meet you (designate time and location) so 1 can
show you from God’s Word how you can know you have everlasting life.

Review Questions

1. After David killed Goliath, why did King Saul ask him to stay at the palace? (King
Saul made David a commander in his army; David was also the king’s personal
musician.)

2. What did Jonathan give David to show his love for him? (His sword, his robe, his
bow and his belt.)

3. What happened to cause King Saul to become jealous of David? (When the
army returned victorious over the Philistines, the women sang, “Saul has slain his
thousands, and David his ten thousands.”)

4. How did King Saul try to get rid of David? (He tried to kill him with his spear; he
sent him into battle with the Philistines.)

5. How did Jonathan show he was not jealous of David? (Jonathan tried to convince
King Saul to spare David’s life even though David would be king instead of him.)

6. What did Jonathan and David promise each other? (They would always show
kindness to one another and to each other’s family.)

7. Why is it dangerous to let jealousy control you? (It can lead to terrible things and

even cause you to harm someone.)

. Quote today’s memory verse. (Quote Ephesians 4:24.)

9. What can a Christian do to stop feeling jealous of someone? (1. Pray for him; 2.
Look for something good in him; 3. Tell him you admire his abilities; 4. Thank God
for what He is doing in him.)

10. How can you have everlasting life? (Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior.)

o g}

Preschool Review Questions

1. Why was Saul jealous of David? (The people said David did better in battle than
Saul did.)

. What did Saul do to David? (Tried to kill him with his spear.)

. Who helped David? (Jonathan, Saul’s son.)

4. Who paid for your sin when He died on the cross? (Jesus.)

Growth Activities

Discussion/Role-Play: Examples of Jealousy

Discuss other examples of jealousy in the Bible: the elder brother and the prodigal
son (Luke 15:11-32); Martha and Mary (Luke 10:38-42); Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:3-8). What
did each person’s jealousy lead him to do? What should each have done? Discuss and
role-play the children’s own struggles with jealousy.

w N
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Invite children to come to Christ
using the method given here or
one you have found effective. See
“How to Lead a Child to Christ,”
inside front cover.

Preschool Invitation

Sing “You and Me” and present
the invitation using Acts 16:31
and “believe on” terminology. Ask
those who would like to believe
on Jesus to stay with you at the
the story rug.

Review Game

“Friendship Game”

Place the number squares from
Lesson 3 in a bag. (See GNC
resource pack.) David and
Jonathan were best friends and
weren’t jealous of each other.
Jonathan was happy that David
would be king even though it
should have been his own
privilege. In a similar way this game
encourages children to be happy
for the success of the other team.
Ask one team a question then
the other. When a child answers
correctly, he chooses a number
card from the bag. He then gives
those points to the other team. The
team with the most points wins.

Preschool Review Game
“Friendship Game”

Tell the children that friends are
happy when something good
happens to the other. When a
child answers a question, have
the other children clap and say,
“Good for you!”
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Memory Verse:

Introduction:

Presentation:

Explanation:

Application:

Repetition:

David: A Man after God’s Heart © 1972, 1997, 2007, 2011 Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. Permission is given

Teaching the Memory Verse

Matthew 5:44
“Love your enemies,...do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which...persecute you.”

What does it mean to love someone? (Allow response.) It means you
choose to care for and show kindness to that person, no matter what
they do or how they treat you. Is that sometimes a hard thing to do?
God has a message for us about loving others. Listen as I read this
message to you from God.

(Read the verse from your Bible or choose a child to do so.) This verse
comes from the first book of the New Testament. The first four books
are called the Gospels because they tell us the good news of how Jesus
came, lived and died for us. The Gospels are Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John. (Have the children say them together with you.) In the Gospels
we find many of the exact words Jesus spoke when He was here on
Earth. Since Jesus is God the Son, we know that His words are true.
Let’s see how much you remember. Who can tell me which number
is the chapter number? (5.) What is the other number called? (The
verse.) This verse tells us some words that Jesus said. Let’s read them
together. (Read the verse together from the visual, saying the address at
the beginning and end.)

Love your enemies—Do you have an enemy? It may be someone who is
mean to you or makes fun of you. God is saying you should love or care
for those who are your enemies!

do good to them that hate you—You should do kind things even to those
who hate you.

and pray for them which...persecute you.—Instead of trying to get even
when someone does mean things to you or hurts you, God wants you
to pray for that person. (Read the whole verse together from the visual,
saying the address at the beginning and end.)

Saved: God loves you no matter what you have done. If you have believed
on Jesus to save you from sin, you know how much God loves you. He
wants you to love others. Remember, (point to the teaching card and
have the children repeat): Don’t get even—Be kind! What are some
ways you could be kind to someone who is being mean to you? (Allow
response.) What Kkinds of things can you pray about for your enemies?
(Read the whole verse together from the visual, saying the address at the
beginning and end.)

Unsaved: Even if you have not believed on Jesus to save you from
sin, God loves you. He sent Jesus, His Son, to Earth to take the
punishment for your sin. Jesus died and came alive again. God wants
to save you and make you part of His family today. Listen during the
Bible lesson to hear more about what His Son, the Lord Jesus, did for
you. (Read the whole verse together from the visual, saying the address
at the beginning and end.)

Clap a Word

(Choose one or two children to stand with their backs to the visual. Point to
one word in the verse, making sure that all the children except those with
their backs to the visual, see this special word. Lead the children in reciting
the verse but when you get to the chosen word, clap instead of saying it. The
children with their backs to the visual then try to guess the word. Choose
one or two different childrven and repeat as time and interest allow.)

to photocopy memory verse teaching for club or class use. All other rights reserved.

Preschool Memory Verse
Review 1 Samuel 16:7 throughout
the series.

The memory verses in this series
are taken from the King James
Version of the Bible. If you are
using another version, you may
need to adapt the explanations
slightly. If you are using the New
International Version, you will
find the teaching in the NIV GNC
resource pack (available only to
those teaching under the direction
of Child Evangelism Fellowship).

Be sure children understand that
if someone is abusing them, they
should go to a trusted adult—a
teacher or school counselor—
for help.

Preschool Repetition

“Clap Rhythm”

Say the verse to the beat of a
clap rhythm—pat lap, clap hands
together, pat lap, clap hands,
etc.—one beat per word.
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Because this is a growth lesson,
the Gospel teaching is condensed.
Be sure to reinforce the teaching in
at least one other place during the
class hour. See schedule, p. 44.

Share a personal experience or ask
a child beforehand to share.

Designate a section of your room
as the cave, letting preschoolers
play this part.

oss!

Preschool Song
Sing “Oh Be Careful.”

A small oasis on the western shore
of the Dead Sea. Show location on
map to help your visual learners.
Let children define oasis—a green,
fertile place in a dry desert area.

Gospel Activity

Do It Now (Review)
(Review the Gospel Activity on p. 37.)

Lesson
INTRODUCTION

Have you ever been so upset with someone that you wanted to get even? (Discuss.)
David knew how it felt to be mistreated. King Saul in his jealousy had even tried to Kkill
him! One day David had a chance to get even. What would he do?

PROGRESSION OF EVENTS
Slide 01

David and several hundred men who were following him hurried through the narrow
opening of the cave. Inside it opened into a large cavern. They sat down wearily on the
cool, damp ground. It felt good to be out of the hot sun!

As the men rested, David’s mind may have drifted back to the sad day Jonathan said
goodbye to him in the field. David had been on the move since then because Saul’s sin of
jealousy had taken complete control of his life. Now he was determined to kill David. Sin
causes people to do terrible things!

Sin can cause you to do terrible things. You were born under the control of
sin. There is something inside you that wants to sin—break God’s laws. It causes
you to do sinful things. (Encourage children to share examples.) You may not think
your sin is bad, but God can’t accept any sin—it separates you from Him. God
is holy—pure from all sin—and hates sin. But He loves you and made a way for
your sin to be forgiven. He sent His perfect Son, the Lord Jesus, to pay for your
sin by giving His blood on the cross. The Bible says, (read Ephesians 1:7). Jesus
didn’t deserve to be punished, but He took your sins on Himself so you would not
have to be punished (2 Corinthians 5:21). Jesus died and was buried. After that,
He came back to life again. You can believe on Him—trust completely in what He
did for you on the cross—and be saved from the punishment of your sin. Then
He will change your life. You do not have to be controlled by sin any longer.

Slide 02

King Saul was controlled by his sin of jealousy. It caused him to do terrible things.
Now he was determined to kill David.

David ran from town to town to get away from Saul. Finally he returned to his homeland
and hid in a cave.

David looked around at the 600 men who had decided to follow him. They were a
rough-looking group of characters! Most were poor and homeless and some were also
running from the king’s rule. David trained these men to be soldiers and they became his
loyal friends.

Together they experienced many hard times as they tried to stay ahead of Saul and
his army of 3,000. They hid in caves, forests and deep valleys. At one of their hiding places,
David had a brief visit from his friend Jonathan. Jonathan told David to keep trusting God
and they renewed their promise to care for one another’s families. Then they said goodbye,
not knowing this would be the last time they would ever see each other.

When King Saul heard that David had fled to En Gedi (In-GEH-die) (show map on
back cover), he hurried there with his large army. This time he would not let David escape!
Arriving at En Gedi, he saw a large cave and thought it would be a good place to rest.
Unknown to Saul, he was being watched—by David and his men. He had picked the very
cave in which they were hiding!

Backed up in the darkness against the wall of the cave, David’s men could barely
contain their excitement! “David!” they whispered, “today is the day you’ve been waiting
for! The Lord has brought your enemy to you. You can do what you want with him!”
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Grasping his spear, David crept quietly over to the king. The men held their breath
and watched. Soon Saul would all be dead and they would be free! David’s men thought
this was David’s perfect chance to get even with King Saul.

Slide 04

Have you ever wanted to get even with somebody who mistreated you?
*Maybe a friend embarrassed you in front of others, or perhaps someone said
things about you that weren’t true. Maybe someone deliberately tried to get you
into trouble. How do you feel when someone wrongs you? (Discuss feelings—
anger, hurt, worry.) When someone hurts you, your first response might be to get
revenge—to get even. But God hates our desire for revenge because it shows we
are not trusting Him to handle the situation. If you know the Lord Jesus as your
Savior, God wants you to do good even to those who mistreat you. God’s
Word says, (read Romans 12:21). We are not to seek revenge (Romans 12:19).
Instead of letting someone’s unkindness control your thoughts and feelings, God
can help you show love and kindness to that person. It’s not easy to love and
forgive someone who’s hurt you—especially when you did nothing to deserve
it. Your first response might be to look for a chance to get even.*

Slide 05

David had done nothing to deserve Saul’s meanness and now he had the perfect chance
to get even! David carefully picked up a corner of Saul’s robe and cut part of it off. Then
he slipped back into the darkness of the cave.

David’s men stared at him. Why did he do that? they wondered. Why didn’t he get rid
of this man who wanted to kill him? “We’ll kill him for you, David,” they offered.

But as David looked at the scrap of cloth in his hand, his heart was deeply troubled.
Whispering to his men he said, “No! In fact, I should not have done even this to God’s
anointed king.” David knew that Saul was the one God had chosen when Israel had first
demanded a king. Even though David himself had been anointed by Samuel as the next
king, it was not yet God’s time for him to take over. David knew he must respect Saul’s
position as leader over Israel, no matter how Saul treated him.

Slide 06

Just then Saul walked out of the cave, still not knowing David was there. David followed
Saul to the entrance of the cave. After Saul had walked some distance away, David called to
him, “Your majesty, the king!” Saul must have spun around when he heard David’s voice.
He saw David standing in the shadow of the cave opening. David continued, “Why do you
listen to people who say ‘David schemes against you’? Look! You can see how this very
day the Lord put you in my power. My men wanted to kill you, but I spared you.” David
waved the piece of cloth cut from Saul’s robe.

Saul must have looked down at the frayed edges of his robe, then back at David in
amazement as David said, “I told my men, ‘We will not touch him because he is the Lord’s
anointed one.”

Saul called back, “Is it your voice, David?” With tears Saul continued, “You are better than
I am. You have been good to me today when I have been mean to you. May the Lord be good
to you for the way you have treated me. I know you will be king over Israel. Promise me that
you will not destroy my family when you become king.” David made this promise.

Saul returned home and David found a new hiding place. Perhaps he doubted Saul
truly had a change of heart about him. And he was right. Some months later Saul was once
again seeking David’s life.

L

Teaching Card

Have children shout “Don’t get
even—Be kind!” This teaching
statement—a shortened version
of the teaching emphasis for the
saved child—will be easy for kids
to repeat. Tell the kids that anytime
you call out “Word Up!” they are to
shout the phrase back. Call it out
during transition times, times when
kids are restless or anytime!

*The portion between the two
asterisks can be replaced with
a skit, available in the GNC
resource pack.

Be sure children understand that
if someone is abusing them, they
should go to a trusted adult—a
teacher or school counselor—
for help.

Discuss feelings—anger,
hurt, worry. Auditory learners
understand truths taught as
they express themselves.

Why would David cut off the corner
of Saul’s robe? Let children share.

Pass around a fabric piece
representing part of Saul’s robe.
The tactual learner will enjoy this
hands-on experience. It would also
be an excellent activity for young
children. Whisper the words of
David’s men.
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Tiptoe with preschoolers.

T

Teaching Card

Have children shout “Don’t get
even—Be kind!” This teaching
statement—a shortened version
of the teaching emphasis for the
saved child—will be easy for kids
to repeat. Tell the kids that anytime
you call out “Word Up!” they are to
shout the phrase back. Call it out
during transition times, times when
kids are restless or anytime!

Share with children a time when
you showed kindness to someone
who mistreated you. Be sure to
tell how that person responded.
Discuss other possible outcomes
and explain that the reason to
show kindness is not to change the
other person but to love the Lord.

Preschool Song
Sing “I Have a Friend.”

Call out, cupping hands around
mouth, “Abner!”

Dramatize Abner’s alarm—open
and blink eyes suddenly; shake;
stand tall; turn head side to side,
looking around room.

Speak Saul’s words with emotion.

State climax with finality—the
chase was finally over.

Slide 07

Saul caught up to David in another wilderness area. David sent out spies to find Saul’s
camp. Then he took one of his trusted men, Abishai (AB-ih-shigh), with him at night to
find Saul. In the darkness David and Abishai tiptoed near the camp. There was Saul, sound
asleep among his soldiers. His general, Abner, was sleeping close by him. Saul’s spear
was sticking in the ground beside his head.

Abishai could hardly believe it! There was the enemy only a few feet away, totally
unprepared for an attack! He leaned close to David and whispered, (read 1 Samuel 26:8).

“No,” David replied. “You cannot kill the one whom God has chosen. The Lord will
take care of him in His time. May God keep me from lifting my hand to hurt him.” David
refused this second opportunity to get even. Instead, he demonstrated love and respect
for his enemy and trusted God to take care of the situation.

Slide 08

Do you trust God to take care of every situation? If you know the Lord Jesus
as your Savior, God wants you to do good even to those who mistreat you.
You need to remember that revenge is not your responsibility. In His own way
and time, God will take care of those who mistreat others. Your responsibility is
to love and forgive. What would happen if, instead of getting even, you show love
and kindness to the person who mistreats you? He might realize he’s been wrong
and try to make things right; you might even become friends. Even if he doesn’t
change, you need to do as God has told you. As you obey God by forgiving and
showing kindness, He will honor you. You may even have an opportunity to explain
why you are able to forgive, and that person may believe in Christ as his Savior.
The Bible says, (quote Matthew 5:44 together). When you are tempted to get even,
think about this verse. Ask God to help you forgive the person who hurt you.
Then look for something kind you could do to show God’s love to him. (Discuss
how kindness could be shown.) As you respond in love, you will be showing that
you are a person after God’s heart. Think of how much God has forgiven you! It
is not easy to forgive and show kindness to your enemy. You will need to ask God
to put His love in your heart and trust that God will take care of the situation.

David allowed God to put love and respect in his heart for King Saul and trusted God
to take care of the situation. David took the spear and a jug of water that was near Saul,
and he and Abishai crept silently away.

Reaching a hill safely on the other side of Saul’s camp, David called out, “Abner!”

Slide 09

Abner awoke immediately. He rubbed his eyes and quickly got to his feet. “Who are
you, calling to the king?’ he asked, looking around him.

David replied, “What a brave soldier you are, Abner! Who in all Israel is as great as
you? Why have you not guarded the king? Someone went into your camp. Look where the
king’s spear and water jug are!” David teasingly held up Saul’s belongings. Abner’s face
must have turned red as he realized David had slipped in near the king as he slept.

By this time Saul was also awake. “Is that your voice, my son David?” Saul called.

“Yes, my master the king,” David answered. “Why do you continue to try to capture
me? Of what crime am I guilty?” David asked.

“I have sinned,” Saul answered. “Come back, my son David. I will not harm you, for
today you saved my life. I have been very wrong.”

David returned Saul’s spear and said, “The Lord will reward every man for doing right.
He placed you in my hands today, but I refused to harm His chosen one.”

King Saul replied, “May God bless you, David. You will do great things and will
surely triumph!”

CLIMAX

Because David chose to forgive and do good instead of seeking revenge, King Saul
finally gave up his deadly chase.

48 David: A Man after God’s Heart



CONCLUSION
King Saul returned home and David went his way, no longer running from his enemy.
David didn’t need to get even. Instead, he showed forgiveness and love to his enemy and
trusted God to take care of the situation. David truly was a man after God’s heart!

CHALLENGE

As we have been learning these past few weeks, God wants you to be a person
after His heart, doing things the way He wants you to do them. Let’s review what
we have learned from the lessons about David. After I say each one, read the
teaching card with me. (For each lesson say the teaching for the saved child as it is
in the lesson, given first below. Then hold up the teaching card and have the children
repeat the teaching statement, shown in parentheses below.)

Slide 10
(Lesson 1) Give God first place in your life. (Give God first place!)

Slide 11
(Lesson 2) Seek God’s strength when you're tempted to disobey. (God
will help you obey!)

Slide 12
(Lesson 3) God will use you if your heart is right with Him. (God will use
you if your heart is right!)

Slide 13
(Lesson 4) Count on God to give you courage. (Count on God for courage!)

Slide 14
(Lesson 5) With God’s help you can stop the sin of jealousy. (Don’t be
jealous—God can help!)

Slide 15

Today we learned that forgiving and loving your enemies is another way to %o
show you are a person after God’s heart. If you know the Lord Jesus as your Savior, ?

God wants you to do good even to those who mistreat you. This week, if Teaching Card

Have children shout “Don’t get

you are tempted to get even with someone who mistreats you, think about our even—Be kind!” This teaching
memory verse. (Repeat Matthew 5:44 together.) Ask God to give you His love for statement—a shortened version
that person and help you forgive. Then think of something you could do to show of the teaching emphasis for the
kindness to him. As you do this, God will bless you and take care of the wrong f:\r’:se;?'ge]ﬂ lgg;iz ;z;mz
done to you. you call out “Word Up!” they are to

Perhaps you are thinking right now of someone who has hurt you. While we shout the phrase back. Call it out
have a short time of silent prayer, you can talk to God about that person. (Lead during transition times, times when

° o o o i i |
children in a time of silent prayer.) kids are restless or anytime!

This week, continue to pray for the person who hurt you and ask God to
help you show His love. Next week you can share with us how God helped
you do it.
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Invite children to come to Christ
using the method given here or
one you have found effective. See
“How to Lead a Child to Christ,”
inside front cover.

Preschool Invitation

Sing “You and Me” and present
the invitation using Acts 16:31
and “believe on” terminology. Ask
those who would like to believe
on Jesus to stay with you at the
the story rug.

Review Game

“Glued to the Wall”

Divide the class into teams. Each
team picks a person who will be
“glued to the wall.” This person
stands against a wall with legs,
arms, body and head touching
the wall. When a child answers a
review question, he may choose
what part of his teammate’s body
comes “unglued” from the wall.
When one team’s person is totally
unglued, that team wins.
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INVITATION

You cannot show God’s love and forgiveness to others until you first

experience it yourself. If you are sorry for your sin and ask the Lord to forgive you,
believing with all your heart that the Lord Jesus died and took the punishment
for you, you can be saved today. The Bible says, (read Acts 16:31). Will you
believe [put your trust completely] on the Lord Jesus and be saved from the
punishment for your sin? Let’s all bow our heads and close our eyes. If you have
never trusted Jesus as your Savior and you would like to believe and be saved
today, please show me by standing quietly. (Acknowledge responses.) Those of
you who are standing may meet me (designate time and location) so I may show
you from the Bible how you can be saved.

10.

Review Questions

Why were David and his men running from place to place and hiding in caves?
(They were running from King Saul, who in jealousy was trying to kill David.)
What did Jonathan and David talk about in their last visit together? (Jonathan
encouraged David to trust God; they renewed their vow of friendship.)

What happened that made David’s men excited as they hid in the cave at En Gedi?
(Saul chose the same cave to rest in and they thought David would kill him.)

Why did David refuse to kill Saul and even feel guilty about cutting off a corner
of his robe? (He respected Saul as God’s chosen leader of Israel.)

Why does God hate our desire for revenge? (It shows we are not trusting Him to
handle our situations.)

What verse tells us how to act toward our enemies? How can you show kindness
to them? (Quote memory verse, Matthew 5:44.)

What did David do when he had a second opportunity to kill Saul? (He took Saul’s
spear and water jug to show he had been close enough but refused to hurt him.)
‘What was Saul’s response to David’s sparing his life? (He was sorry and said he’d
give up his chase.)

How can you be a person after God’s heart? (Give God first place in your life; obey
God completely; have a heart that is right with God; count on God to give you courage,
refuse to let jealousy control you, forgive and do good to those who mistreat you.)
What has God done to show His love and forgiveness for you? What does He want
you to do? (He sent His Son, Jesus, to suffer and die on the cross for you as payment
for your sin. He wants you to believe what He’s done for you and be saved.)

questions and games for club or class use. All other rights reserved.



Preschool Review Questions

Why did David and his men have to run away and hide? (So Sau! couldn’t kill David.)
When David had two chances to kill Saul, did he do it? (No.)

Why did Saul stop chasing David? (David forgave him instead of trying to kill him.)
How can you be forgiven for your sins? (Admit you’ve sinned and believe on Jesus
as your Savior.)

Ll e

Learning Activities
Love Your Enemies
Ask the children what they would do in the situations below. Have them act out the
responses that follow the main teaching of the lesson: God wants you to be kind even to
those who mistreat you.

e A good friend trips and falls on the playground.

¢ A boy who just shoved you and took your swing falls off the swing and lies
groaning on the ground.

¢ A friend is sad because she wasn’t invited to a party and you were.

e A girl in your class who just called you a name is sad because someone took
her lunch.

Love Your Enemies Placemats
Have each child draw a picture to illustrate one of the above good responses. Have
them take their pictures home to use as placemats for dinner that evening.

Preschool Review Game

“Bean Bag Toss”

Seat the children in a circle. Ask
a question then toss a bean bag
to one of the children. He may
either catch it and throw it back
to you or catch it and answer
the question. If he answers the
question, he may throw the bean
bag to another child after you ask
the next question. Continue until
all the children have caught the
bean bag.
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